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HOU S E  O F  RE PRE SENTAT IVE S  

1 4 1  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

s uspen sion o f  our rul e s  and irrnnedi ate t ran smit t a l  o f  

Hous e  Jo int Re s o lut i on 173 t o  the S enat e . I s  there 

obj e ct i o n ?  I s  there obje c t i o n ?  I ' m  hearing none . 

The rul e s  are s u s pended for that purp o s e  ( Gave l ) . 

The Hou s e  w i l l  s t and at e a s e . 

( Gave l ) W i l l  the Chamber p l e a s e  come b a c k  to 

o rde r ?  Wi l l  the c l e r k  p l e a s e  c a l l  Cal enda r No . 4 9 6 ?  

CLERK : 

On page 4 9 ,  Cal enda r 4 9 6 ,  Sub s t itute f o r.Senate 

B i l l  No 206, AN ACT AUTHORI Z ING PREGNANCY AS A 

QUAL I FY I NG EVENT FOR S PEC IAL ENROLLMENT PERI ODS FOR 

CERTAIN I N D IVI DUAL S� Favorab l e  report of the Jo i nt 

S t anding Corrnni t t e e  on I n s urance and Re a l  E s t a t e . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Good a f t e rnoon , Madam Spea ker . I move f o r  

accept ance o f  t h e  Jo int Corrnni t t e e ' s favorab l e  rep o rt 

and pa s s age o f  the b i l l . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Que s t ion before the Chamber i s  on acceptance o f  

the Jo int Committ e e ' s favo rab l e  report and pa s s age 
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HOU S E  OF  RE PRE SENTAT IVE S  

1 4 2  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

o f  the b i l l . Repre s entat ive S canlon , you have the 

f l o o r . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Thank you very much , Madam Spe a ke r . Thi s b i l l  

require s that certain health ins urance p l an s  provide 

a s p e c i a l  enrol lment period t o  e l i gible pregnant 

women who do not have insurance . I be l i eve thi s i s  

a good b i l l . I t  e f fect s a ve ry sma l l  s e gment o f  the 

popul a t i on but for that s egment o f  the popu l a t i on , 

thi s i s  a ve ry import ant bene f i t  that they would be 

ab l e  t o  ut i l ize in  o rde r t o  get insurance a s  they 

carry that baby throughout the t e rm o f  that 

pregnancy , so I urge my c o l l eague s t o  s upport thi s 

b i l l , and thank you , Madam Spea ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , s i r . Wi l l  you rema r k  furthe r ?  

Repre s entat ive S amp s on . 

RE P .  SAM P S ON ( BOTH ) : 

Good a ft e rnoon , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Aft e rnoon t o  you , s i r . 

REP . SAMPS ON ( BOT H ) : 
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1 4 3  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

S o , I have a few que s t i on s  about the b i l l  

that ' s be fore us . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

You may pro c e e d ,  s i r . 

RE P .  SAMPSON ( BOTH ) : 

Than k you ve ry much . I not i ced the t i t l e  s ays  

an act authorizing pregnancy a s  a qua l i fying event 

for s p e c i a l  enrol lment p e r i ods for certain 

individua l s . 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I ' m  hop ing that the 

good cha i rman can t e l l  me what a s p e c i a l  enrol lment 

p e r i od i s ?  

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , i n  thi s i n s t ance , a 

s p e c i a l  enro l lment period i s  de fined a s  when 3 0  - -

within 3 0  days o f  a woman be ing cert i fi ed that s he 

i s  pregnant , the enro l lment p e r i od would k i c k  in 

that s he would be abl e  t o  get i n s urance . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DEPU T Y  SPEAKE R GENT I LE ( 1 04TH) : 
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HOUS E  OF  RE PRE S ENTAT IVE S  

Rep r e s ent at ive S amp s on . 

RE P .  SAMP SON ( BOTH ) : 

1 4 4  

May B ,  2 0 1B 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r ,  and I app r e c i a t e  the 

answe r ,  but I think you ' re r e f e rring spe c i f i ca l l y  to 

the b i l l  be fore u s  rather than my general que s t i on , 

whi ch i s  what exact l y  i s  a s p e c i a l  enrol lment 

p e ri o d ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9BTH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I be l i eve that that 

would ju s t  be de fined a s  a t ime in  whi ch a p e r s on 

could enro l l  in purch a s ing health insurance that i s  

di f f e rent than any other period o f  enro l lment . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Samp s on . 

RE P .  SAMPSON ( BOTH ) : 

Al l r i ght . Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . I 

app r e c i a t e  that answer a l s o . My unde r s t anding i s  

that when you purcha s e  health insurance e s s ent i a l l y  
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HOU S E  O F  RE PRE S ENTAT IVE S  

1 4 5  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

there are di f f e rent enro l lment p e ri ods e s t ab l i s hed 

by th� insurer that are de s i gned for people t o  ma ke 

change s and jo in the plan , and there are p rovi s i ons  

in  our l aw that a l l ow for spe c i a l  enro l lment p e r i ods 

whe r e  p e op l e  have an opportun i t y  t o  jo in a p l an not 

during tho s e  norma l open enrol lment p e r i ods , and it  

s eems t o  me that thi s bill  i s  about adding an 

addi t i ona l rea s on for a spe c i a l  enrol lment p e r i od . 

Could the good cha i rman l e t  me know what a t yp i ca l  

s p e c i a l  enrol lment period mi ght b e  f o r ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 T H) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , t yp i ca l l y ,  I b e l i eve 

what the gent l eman is re ferr ing t o ,  would be s ort o f  

a qua l i fying l i fe event pe rhap s . For ins t ance , you 

know ma rri age , having a chi l d ,  certain ci rcums t ance s 

l i ke l o s ing a job p e rhap s where you would be ab l e  

becau s e  o f  that qua l i fying l i fe event t o  purcha s e  

i n s urance in  a di f ferent wa y .  

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 
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HOUS E  O F  RE PRE S ENTAT IVE S  

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent a t ive S amp s on . 

RE P .  SAMPSON ( BOTH ) : 

Thank you ve ry much , Madam Spea ke r . 

1 4 6 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Yeah , s o  

b a s e d  on that answe r ,  t gue s s  a typi cal s p e c i a l  

enrol lment p e r i od would be s ome thing whe re s ome one ' s  

l i fe c i r cums t ance s change and therefore , there i s  a 

s i gni f i cant r e a s on why the i r  i n s urance needs mi ght 

change , and we have there fore e s t ab l i shed thi s 

provi s i on t o  a l l ow s ome one t o  j ump in on a p l an at a 

po int whi ch would not be part o f  the norma l 

enro l lment proce s s , and I j us t  happen t o  be l o o king 

at s ome of the i t ems that are included and what are 

e l i gible for s p e c i a l  enro l lment p e r i ods , and a s  the 

good cha i rman ment i oned s omeone they move or they 

have an emp l oyment change o r  s ome other s i gni f i cant 

-- they get ma rried -- s omething that change s the 

ma keup of the i r  fami l y  o r  the i r  exact p o s i t ion that 

they ' re  in . 

The one thing that I would s t re s s  about thi s i s  

that thi s part i cu l a r  c i r cums t ance i s  a l it t l e  b it 

di f fe rent becau s e  in e a ch o f  tho s e  othe r 
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c i rcums t ances n o  c l a im i s  generat e d . 

1 4 7 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

I f  s omeone 

move s from one addre s s  t o  another and that get s them 

acce s s  to change the i r  i n s urance s ituat ion or they 

get ma rri e d ,  s omething l i ke that . Tho s e  are 

certainly l i fe change s and they mi ght change the 

need that they have for insurance , but that actual 

incident doe s  not gene rate a c l a im .  I t  doe s not 

gene rat e a r e a s on for the ins urance company t o  pay 

out f o r  that l i fe event , I would j u s t  sugge s t  that 

that is a l i t t l e  bit  di f ferent here . And ,  jus t  t o  

b e  c l e a r , l o o king a t  the l anguage in  t h e  b i l l , thi s 

b i l l  e s s ent i a l l y  wou l d  add s ome one who di s cove r s  

t h a t  t h e y  are pregnant a n d  i f  t h e y  are abl e  t o  

c e rt i fy that the i r  pregnancy i s  within 3 0  days , they 

would be ab l e  t o  create the i r  own special enro l lment 

p e r i od and jo in onto a health p l an . That i s  

e s s ent i a l l y  what thi s b i l l  doe s . I not iced in the 

ve ry f i r s t  s e ct i on of the bi l l ,  howeve r ,  that it  

app e a r s  that we are purpo s e l y  removing the 

Conne ct i cut s tate  empl oyee ' s  health p l an from thi s 

l anguage . I s  there a r e a s on for that ? 

Through you , Madam Spea ke r . 
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DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

1 4 8  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Through you Madam Speake r ,  my unde r s t anding i s  

that thi s b i l l ' s ta rget impact would be on women who 

are un�nsured,  and there fore , tho s e  who are i n s ured 

by the s t ate  emp l oyee p l an o r  through a mun i c ipa l it y  

would have cove rage enough t o  n o t  have t o  need 

cove rage s uch a s  out l ined in  thi s bi l l , and that ' s 

the rea s on why both the s t at e  emp l oye e s  and the 

muni cipa l emp l oyee s  are exempt a s  far  a s  I 

unde r s t and it . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 10 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S amp s on . 

RE P . SAMPSON ( BOTH ) : 

Than k you ve ry much , Madam Spe a ke r , and that i s  

a ve ry good answe r , and that wa s my f i r s t  react i on 

when reading it o f f ,  s o  o f  cour s e , i f  s omeone i s  a 

s t a t e  emp l oyee , o f  cours e ,  they are part o f  our 

hea lth p l an and they ' re not l o o king f o r  ins urance , 

but i t  d i d  o c cur t o  me that s upp o s e  you have s ome one 
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1 4 9 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

who i s  a s t a t e  emp l oyee and the i r  spou s e  - - maybe 

it ' s the ma l e  who i s  the s t at e  emp l oyee and the i r  

spou s e  become s pregnant even though they a r e  n o t  o n  

t h e  p l an . Regardl e s s  o f  the 3 0 -day provi s i on o r  

not , it  s e ems to  m e  t h a t  thi s s e ct i on w o u l d  prec lude 

that p e r s on be ing ab l e  to j o in through thi s 

provi s i on made in thi s b i l l . I s  that correct ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) :  

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) :  

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I don ' t - - it ' s not 

cove red in this s t atute here , but my unde r s t anding 

is that I ' m  s ure s omewhere e l s e  in  our s t atue s or 

s omewhere e l s e  it  is p o s s ib l e  for s omebody who in 

t h i s  i n s t ance would be the wi fe p e rhap s of a s t ate  

emp l oyee would be ab l e  t o  j o in her partner ' s  o r  the  

fathe r o f  that baby ' s p l an ,  but that ' s not spe l l e d  

o u t  here . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) :  

Repre s entat ive S amp s on . 
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RE P .  SAM P S ON ( BOTH ) : 

1 5 0  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r , and I app r e c i a t e  that 

answe r ,  and I certainly don ' t want t o  argue that 

po int but I be l i eve that the l anguage is qui t e  

exp l i cit  t o  s ay that becau s e  f o l k s  that are e l i g ib l e  

for t h e  s t ate emp l oyee p l an are n o t  p a r t  o f  thi s 

b i l l  that in  fact the spou s e  o f  a s t a t e  emp l oyee 

becoming pregnant i f  they are not a l re ady on the 

p l an is not going t o  be e l i gibl e , and that goes to 

s ome o f  the concerns  I have about thi s l anguage . 

Thi s  i s  a ve ry di f f i cult b i l l  for me . I am 

cert a i n l y  s ympathet i c  t o  ma king s ure that peop l e  

have a s  much acce s s  t o  hea l t hcare a s  t h e y  po s s ib l y  

can , and I am doub l y  concerned about ma king s ure 

that a pregnant mother mi ght have acce s s  to 

healthcare and t ripl y  concerned that the chi ld i s  

going t o  b e  l o o ked a ft e r . But , at the s ame t ime 

that we ' re do ing thi s , we have to cont emp l a t e  

whether i t ' s g o o d  pol icy on a coup l e  o f  di f f e rent 

l eve l s , but we a l s o  have t o  con side r whethe r o r  not 

thi s b i l l  handl e s  this prope r l y ,  and I see a coup l e  

o f  maj o r ,  ma j or gap s in how thi s i s  be ing handl ed . 
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1 5 1  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

The f i r s t  one i s  the one I j us t  ment i oned . 

That we are purpo s e l y  carving out a s ub s tant i a l  p a rt 

o f  the popu l a t i on o f  thi s s t at e  by s aying that 

peopl e that are s t at e  emp l oyee s  don ' t have thi s 

provi s i on , and therefore , the i r  spous e s  are not 

going t o  be prot e ct e d , and the other thing is that 

if you l o o k  on l in e s  17 and 1 8  it s ays  thi s onl y 

app l i e s  t o  tho s e  pregnant individual s not more than 

3 0  days a ft e r  the commencement of the pregnancy . 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , how do we det e rmine 

when that pregnancy wa s according t o  the provi s i on s  

in thi s b i l l? Through you , Madam S p e a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I - - I do not f e e l  

e quipped t o  answer that que s t i on a s  t o  when women 

u s ua l l y  di s cove r that they are p re gnant . Al l I can 

s ay is that through thi s b i l l  it would be 3 0  days 

a ft e r  commencement o f  the pregnancy that ' s c e rt i fi e d  

by a l i cen s ed healthcare provide r . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 
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DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S amp s on . 

RE P .  SAM P S ON ( BOTH ) : 

1 5 2 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r ,  and I app r e c i a t e  that 

answe r . I t ' s actua l l y  exact l y  what I wa s l o o king 

f o r  is that e s s ent i a l l y ,  we rely on a medi c a l  

pro fe s s ional t o  cert i fy t h e  dat e  o f  the p r e gnan c y ,  

a n d  t h e  l anguage in  thi s b i l l  onl y a l l ows  t h e  

s p e c i a l  enro l lment for tho s e  pregnant mothe r s  w i t h i n  

3 0  d a y s  o f  t h a t  cert i fi ca t i on . Madam Spe a ke r , 

through you , i s  there a r e a s on why we don ' t include 

women that are be yond the 3 0  days ? Maybe s ome one 

has been pregnant for 31 days o r  3 5  days o r  4 5  days , 

i s  there a r e a s on why thi s b i l l  specif i ca l l y  

exclude s them from thi s provi s i o n ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep re s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I ' m  not aware o f  the 

re a s on for that . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 
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DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S amp s on . 

RE P .  SAM P S ON ( 8 0 TH ) : 

1 5 3  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

I appre c i at e  that ve ry much , and I thank you . 

I t ' s a ma j o r  concern o f  mine that we are creating 

thi s provi s i on , but we s e em to  be do ing it  ext reme l y  

s e l e ct ive l y ,  and it  l o o ks l i ke there a re a great 

many people that may be l e ft out . I don ' t know much 

about pregnancy p e r s ona l l y . I c l e a r l y  don ' t have 

any f i r s thand experi ence , but I ' ve neve r , you know , 

had a chi ld mys e l f ,  s o  I ' ve not even been that c l o s e  

t o  it , but I can imagine that it ' s probab l y  a t  l e a s t  

re l at ive l y  common f o r  mother t o  find out that s he i s  

pregnant a f t e r  3 0  days , and that concerns me 

imme n s e l y  that such a p e r s on woul d  be prohib i t e d  

from thi s coverage j us t  becau s e  o f  t h a t  t ime l ine . 

Let me a s k  another que s t i on . Through you Madam 

Spe a ke r , doe s thi s b i l l  a l l ow a p e r s on t o  enro l l  in  

the s t at e ' s health insurance exchange plan a s suming 

they l e arn o f  the i r  pregnancy within the 3 0 -day 

cert i fi ca t i on period? 

Through you ,  Madam Spe a ke r . 
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DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9BTH ) : 

I b e l i eve it would . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Samp s on . 

RE P .  SAMPSON ( BOTH ) : 

1 5 4  

May B ,  2 0 1B 

And ,  through you Madam Spe a ke r , i s  that the way 

the l aw current l y  works t oday?  

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I am not fami l i ar 

with that o ff the t op o f  my head . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repr e s ent at ive S amp s on . 

RE P .  SAMPSON ( BOTH ) : 

Yeah , thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . I ' l l t e l l  you 

the answer is no . Thi s would be a creat i on o f  thi s 

s p e c i a l  enrol lment period , s o  certain l y ,  i f  you 

found out you were pregnant t oday ,  you woul d  not be 
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1 5 5  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

ab l e  t o  jo in the health insurance exchange p l an , 

whi ch i s  mode l e d  a f t e r  Obamacare , and we recent l y  

r e con f i rmed in  l e gi s l at i on w e  ju s t  pa s s ed a week a go 

t o  ma ke s ure  that the e s s ent i a l  hea l th bene f i t s  

p a c kage i s  going t o  app l y  t o  every po l i cy s o l d  i n  

t h e  s t a t e . I s  pregnanc y ,  a s  a qua l i fying event , 

part o f  that e s s ent i a l  health bene fit s p a c kage ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  ye s ,  it i s . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S amp s on . 

RE P .  SAMP SON ( BOTH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . I - - I don ' t be l i eve 

it  i s . I me an cove rage for pregnancy c e rt a i n l y  doe s  

exi s t  i n  the e s s ent i a l  health bene f i t s  p a c kage but 

to ma ke it  a qua l i fying event for enro l l ing , t hat i s  

a s epa rat e que s t i on ,  and the answer i s  i n  fact no . 

Aga in , the enrol lment peri ods r e l y  on tho s e  

l i fe changing event s . They do not include the 
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di s cove ry o f  a pregnanc y ,  and I gue s s  thi s goe s  t o  

t h e  heart o f  what insurance i s  and why ins urance 

p o l i c i e s  are set up the way they are . 

I app r e c i a t e  the many di s cu s s ions  we ' ve had in  

thi s Chamber about the nature o f  insurance and 

e sp e ci a l l y  when it  come s to  i n s urance mandat e s , and 

in fact , ju s t  a wee k ago we had a great di s cus s ion 

about the purp o s e  o f  insurance and why s ome fo l ks 

would s a y  that we need to  ma ke p l an s  a s  broad and 

inclus ive as po s s ib l e  becau s e  we want to ma ke s ure 

that that acce s s  occur s , but mo re important l y ,  

ins urance works b y  dividing the ri s k  ove r a l a rge 

pool so that eve ryone ' s  paying in whether they have 

c l a ims o r  not and that ' s why we ' re mandating a l l  o f  

the s e  cove rage s s o  the premium i s  be ing col l e ct e d  s o  

that the few peop l e  that do have a c l a im can have 

the prot ect i on when it ' s needed , and thi s b i l l  

s a d  t o  s a y  even though I g e t  t h e  po int o f  what we ' re 

t rying t o  achi eve here - - doe s  the exact oppo s i t e . 

I t  doe s  the exact oppo s it e  thing . I t  di s courage s 

s omeone from purcha s ing insurance . Why woul d  you go 

ahead and pay for i n s urance if you are a young 

006146 



aa 

HOU S E  O F  RE PRE S ENTAT IVE S  

1 57 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

h e a l thy p e r s on and if your only concern i s  about 

having cove rage fo r pregnancy if we create a l aw 

that a l l ows  you t o  have cove rage for pregnancy the 

moment it  happen s .  I t  s e ems t o  me that that i s  

contrary t o  the not i on of insurance whe r e  w e  have 

a l l  part i e s  putt ing i n ,  paying the i r  fai r  sha r e , 

be ing con s c i entious about prot e ct ing thems e lve s in 

the event that s ome accident o r  tragedy befa l l s  them 

o r  a po s i t ive l ife changing event l i ke a pregnancy . 

I woul d  j us t  add that we do not ma ke other 

l ife changing things that deve l op c l a ims into 

qua l ifying event s and fo r a good rea s o n ,  but through 

you Madam Spe a ke r ,  i s  cancer a l ife changing 

qua l ifying event that would a l l ow you t o  have a 

s p e c i a l  enrol lment into health ins urance ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spea ke r ,  I do not be l i eve i t  

i s . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 
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Than k you ve ry much , Madam S p e a ke r . 
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I don ' t 

me an t o  be direct about thi s . I ' m  j us t  t rying t o  

ma ke a v e r y  l arge po int , whi ch i s  that i n surance 

works when p e op l e  are paying into insurance a s  a 

I 

mat t e r  o f  re spon s ib i l i t y  for the unfore s e en . You 

know , we would not say it ' s  o kay for s omeone to 

purcha s e  aut omob i l e  ins urance the day a f t e r  they 

have an accident t o  have the i r  accident cove r e d . We 

would neve r s ay that ' s o kay becaus� we recogni z e  in 

o rde r for aut omob i l e  insurance to wo r k  eve ryone ha s 

t o  be paying in over t ime , pro t e ct ing thems e lve s 

from the un fore s e en s o  that when an accident happens  

there is  cove rage , and that the ri s k  i s  spread 

among s t  a l l  the p o l i c y  holde r s  that are paying i n ,  

and thi s part i cular b i l l  e s s ent i a l l y  i s  s aying that 

s ome one who ha s not been paying a l l  a l ong ove r t ime 

would s t i l l  be a f forded the s ame bene fit  that tho s e  

peop l e  who have are . T o  me , that i s  a cont radi c t i on 

that i s  ver y  hard t o  deal with even i f  the u l t imat e  

g o a l  i s  t o  try a n d  he lp s omeone in a s ituat ion - -
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fo r l a c k  o f  a better  t e rm - - that mi ght be di f f i cu l t  

t o  pay for , and I ' m  - - I ' m  - - I ' m  hone s t  w i t h  the 

Chamb e r  when I s ay that I ' m  s t ruggl ing with thi s 

b i l l . I want t o  find a way t o  s a y  that thi s  i s  

o ka y . I have a coup l e  o f  othe r  not e s  here . 

Let me j u s t  touch upon the insurance 

department . The Conne ct i cut I n surance Department 

s ubmi t t e d  t e s t imony on thi s b i l l  and they s t ated 

ve ry c l earl y ,  �The department b e l i eve s that i t  i s  

import ant for women t o  have acce s s  t o  prenat a l  care . 

Of  cour s e ,  we a l l  do . We want t o  ma ke s ure that 

acce s s  to heal thcare is there for every cit i z en but 

be l i eve s that the be s t  way t o  ens ure the acce s s  i s  

t o  encourage people t o  ma int ain cont inuous h e a l t h  

insurance coverage . "  Thi s  s p e a k s  t o  exact l y  what I 

j us t  s a i d . I f  we are going t o  ma ke s ure  that we 

have a h e a l thy s o c i et y ,  that p e op l e  are protected 

and have ade quate hea lth insurance , we need p e op l e  

paying int o  t h e  s ys t em .  Thi s  i s  one o f  the ba s i c  

funct ions  o f  the Affordab l e  Care Act . Thi s i s  the 

re a s on why it  was  pus hed by the demo crat part y 

becau s e  they b e l i eve that it  i s  a be s t  s i tuat i on 
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when eve ry p e r s on i s  paying into that health 

ins urance poo l , that wi l l  drive down the c o s t . 

Now , me a s  a repub l i c an ,  I be l i eve the s ame 

thing , except I b e l i eve the diffe rence i s  we 

shouldn ' t mandat e  the people by the health i n s urance 

by vi rtue of creating a pena l t y  for not do ing i t , 

but rather by encouraging them by ma king it  a s  

affo rdabl e  and giving them the mo st  opt i o n s  a s  

po s s ib l e , but t h e  one thing that i s  common among 

both s ide s of thi s argument i s  that we all agree we 

want t o  have the mo s t  peop l e  insured that we can , 

having p e op l e  in the poo l , buying insurance , and 

p r o t e ct ing thems e lve s is the answe r ,  and � bi l l  that 

s ays don ' t buy the insurance because you don ' t need 

t o  buy it unt i l  you need it  i s , not that answe r . I 

t h i n k  that ' s a l l  the que s t i ons  I have , Madam 

S p e a ke r . And , I could probab l y  go on mo re about the 

debate ove r whether or not we s hould cont inue t o  

ma ke addit i onal  except i ons . The que s t ion i s  where 

do you s t op ?  Do you s a y  that s omeone being 

diagno s e d  with cancer is  an unbe l i evab l y  horrib l e  

t ragedy and w e  could neve r turn them away f r om 

006150 



aa 

HOUS E  O F  RE PRE S ENTAT I VE S  

1 6 1 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

acce s s  t o  in surance ? Ye s ,  I can unde r s t and that 

argument a l l  day l ong , and I agree . The thing i s  at 

s ome p o i nt you have t o  ma ke a det e rminat i on t o  s a y  

you can ' t give s ome one ins urance cove rage aft e r  they 

have the c l a im .  They have t o  be p l anning fo r i t  in  

advance . 

I ' l l j us t  ma ke one other comment becau s e  

s eve ral peop l e  have come up to  me t oday about thi s 

b i l l  and s a i d  that thi s i s  s omehow going t o  s ave the 

s t at e money becau s e  it ' s going to  rep l ace the need 

f o r  state bene fit s t o  s omehow Medi caid o r  s ome other 

things t o  pay for thi s t ype o f  care . I j u s t  don ' t 

s e e  that . I think the be s t  s o lut i on real l y  - - and 

it  is t rue that no ho s p i t a l  i s  going t o  turn away a 

pregnant mother ,  you know , a s  fa r a s  her healthcare 

goe s . I think that we l ive in a s oc i e t y  whe re we 

j us t  don ' t do that . The que s t ion i s  who pays for it  

u l t imat e l y ,  and the b e s t  s o lut i on is  that peop l e  are 

cho o s ing to  purcha s e  ins urance and preparing for 

that inevit ab i l i t y  either way . I ' m  going t o  

cont inue t o  l i s ten t o  t h e  debat e ,  Madam Spe a ke r . I 

- - I ' m  hoping that I hear s ome more conve r s at i on on 
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thi s b i l l  that ma ke s me f e e l  more comfortable about 

it , but the way it  s t ands now , I feel l i ke we are 

carving out an except ion that we would not do f o r  

s omeone e l s e  who get s  s i c k  s uddenl y o r  h a s  s ome 

other r e a s on that they mi ght have a sudden need f o r  

ins urance becau s e  we j us t  don ' t t re at ins urance that 

way . I t  cea s e s  t o  actua l l y be insurance i f  t hat ' s 

how it ' s handl e d ,  and I wi l l  l o o k  forward t o  that 

debat e . Than k you very much , Madam Spea ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , s i r . Rep r e s ent at ive Dubi t s ky . 

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . A few que s t i on s  f o r  

the proponent , i f  I may ?  

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

P l e a s e  proceed , s i r . 

RE P .  DUB I T S KY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Thank you . Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I would 

a s k  the proponent what t yp e s  of po l i c i e s  are 

a f fe cted by thi s . I know there are many di f f e rent 

t yp e s  of po l i c i e s  out there . which one s in 

part icular are cove red by thi s b i l l ?  
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r , that wou l d  j u s t  be 

ful l y  in sured individual plans . 

Through you , Madam-Spea ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . S o ,  i f  I j us t  am a 

p e r s on l et ' s s a y  I don ' t have any p o l i c y  through my 

emp l o yment or don ' t have anything through - - through 

the s t a t e  or anything e l s e , I j u s t  go out and 

purcha s e  a po l i cy on the open market . I s  that the 

t ype of p l an spe ci f i ca l l y that ' s cove red? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

That i s  correct . 

Through you , Mr . Spe a ke r  - - Madam Spe a ke r . 
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Thank you, Madam Spe a ke r . S o, am I correct t o  

a s sume that that means group p l a n s  a r e  not cove red 

by thi s l e g i s l at i o n ?  

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

That i s  correct . 

Through you, Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Thank you, Madam Spe a ke r . And, that wou l d  - - I 

woul d  be correct t o  a s sume a l s o  that p l an s  through 

the e xchange would not be cove red? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repr e s ent at ive S canl on . 

REP . SCANLON ( 9 8 T H ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  i t  would be . You 

would be e l i gible to  qua l i fy for a p l an on the 

exchange -- on the individual exchange . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dub it s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ker . S o ,  thi s would cove r 

both p l an s  on the exchange and p l ans  that were not 

in the exchange ? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

My unde r s t anding , Madam Spe a ke r , i s  that you 

could purcha s e  as an individual on the , you know , 

Conne ct i cut Health Exchange - - Acce s s  Health 

Exchange a pol i cy as an individual unde r t h i s  

l aw . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dub i t s ky . 
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Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . But , I gue s s  going 

back t o  my o r i ginal que s t ion , but you would not be 

requ i red t o ?  That thi s would a l s o  cove r j u s t  a p l an 

that you purcha s e d  on the open mar ket and not 

through the exchange ? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

That i s  correct . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repr e s entat ive Dub it s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T S KY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . Woul d  thi s a l s o  

cover things l i ke the Chr i s t ian health p l ans  l i ke 

Medi - S hare and p l ans  l i ke that that aren ' t actua l l y  

in surance but the y ' re hea l th plans ?  

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

006156 



aa 

HOUS E  O F  RE PRE SENTAT IVE S  

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

1 67 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , i f  tho s e  p lans on 

ful l y  i n s ured individua l po l i ci e s , then , ye s ,  but 

I ' m  not spe c i f i ca l l y  fami l i ar with the p l an s  the 

gent l eman speaks o f . 

Through you . Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T S KY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . S o , i f  a p e r s on wa s 

part i cipat ing in a Medi - Share p l an o r  one o f  the 

other Chr i s t i an p l ans , how would they know if thi s 

l e gi s l at i on a f fected them? 

Through you . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  again , I think it  

would go b a c k  t o  the de fini t i on o f  whether they 

would be cons ide red ful l y insured individua l p l an s . 

I f  the y are , then they would be cove red unde r thi s . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 
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Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . And , I woul d  a s k  the 

p roponent where would s omebody find that de finit i o n ?  

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I don ' t have an 

ab i l it y  t o  cite exact l y  where , but I -- it  is my 

cert a i n  unde r s t anding that a fu l l y  ins ured p l an i s  

de fined s omewhere i n  our gene r a l  s t atut e . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . I app r e c i a t e  that 

re spons e .  Now , woul d  - - would thi s - - my 

unde r s t anding o f  the b i l l  i s  that thi s would begin 

an open enro l lment period for tho s e  p l a n s , so  my 

que s t ion t o  the proponent i s  when would t hat open 
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enrol lment period s t art ? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  good que s t i o n ,  and 

on l ine 2 1 ,  it  s ays that the p l an would be e f f e ct ive 

on the 1 s t of the month in whi ch the individua l 

rece ive s the c e rt i f i ca t i o n  from a health provider 

that they are in  fact pregnant . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . That i s  di f f e rent 

than I had ant i cipat ed . My unde r s t anding wa s that 

the -- that the period s t art e d  when the when the 

- - e s s ent i a l l y  upon concep t i o n  and went 3 0  days 

a ft e r  that . I s  that incorre ct ? 

Through you . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 
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Through you Madam Spea ke r ,  i t  i s  defined on 

l ine 2 1  as effect ive on the 1 s t of the month in  

whi ch the individua l rece ived such cert ificat i on , so  

I read thi s t o  be l i eve that - - l et ' s s ay that you 

were c e rt ifi ed on the 1 5 th of the month that you are 

pregnant and that could be within that 3 0 -day 

window , that you would retroactive l y  be insured from 

the 1 s t of the month . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB ITSKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . S o , if I unde r s t and 

the good proponent ' s  re spons e ,  then a woman who i s  

l et ' s s ay 4 months pregnant and receive s a 

c e rt ifi cat i on on the fi r s t  day o f  the month in  her  

5th month ,  then would - - then woul d  the enro l lment 

p e r i od s t art on in  that -- on the day that she 

rece ive s it o r  the fi r s t  of the month in  the month 

that s he r e ce ive s the cert ifi cat ion , o r  doe s  it go 

ret roact ive l y  back t o  when s he became pregnant ? 
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Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  i f  I unde r s t and the 

repre s entat ive correct l y ,  I be l i eve the p e r s on o f  

whi ch h e  s p e a k s  would b e  ine l i gible f o r  thi s becau s e  

they would have been 4 months into the i r  pregnancy ; 

whe rea s ,  thi s onl y a l l ows  them t o  be within 1 month 

of the i r  pregnancy in order to  be cert i f i e d ,  and 

then if that happened in  the f i r s t  month -- in that 

f i r s t  3 0  days -- they then would retroact ive l y  be 

cove red if it  fe l l  at the 2 0 th of the month as o f  

the 1 s t  day o f  the month . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . S o , my ini t i a l  

s t a t ement wa s correct that t h e  3 0 - da y  p e r i od rea l l y  

doe s  s t a rt upon concept i on and goe s  f o r  3 0  days 

afte rwards but ret roact ive l y  b a c k ?  
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Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P . S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r , i n  thi s l aw ,  the 

word concept ion is not included . The word i s  

commencement , s o  it ' s 3 0  days upon commencement o f  

t h e  pregnancy . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T S KY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spea ke r ,  i s  there a 

di f fe rence between commencement and concept i o n ?  

Through you . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I don ' t f e e l  that I 

am abl e  t o  answer that . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S P EAKE R GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 T H ) : 
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Rep r e s entat ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T S KY ( 4 7TH ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  how are we s upp o s ed 

t o  know what the commencement of a pregnancy i s  if 

it ' s not the s ame as concept i o n ?  

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  aga i n , the way thi s 

l aw i s  worded on l ine 1 8  - - 17 and 1 8 , it  s ays  not 

more than 3 0  days aft e r  the commencement of the 

pregnancy a s  cert ifi ed by a l i cen s e d  h e a lthcare 

provider act ing within s uch healthcare provi de r ' s  

pract i ce , s o  I woul d  answer the good 

repre s ent at ive ' s  que s t ion a s  that would be up t o  the 

phys i cian that is att ending t o  that p e r s on . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dubi t s ky .  

RE P . DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spea ke r . I f  I may a s k  the 
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proponent , can h e  conce ive o f  any - - oh , I gue s s  I 

s houldn ' t u s e  that word . Can can he -- can he - -

can h e  i dent i fy any way t o  - - t o  commence a 

pregnancy other than concept ion ?  I ' m  ju s t  not s ure  

why - - why we ' re pl aying with the s e  words ? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  c e rt a i n l y  not t r ying 

t o  play with anybody ' s words . I wa s j us t  po int ing 

out t o  the gent l eman that - - that the word 

concept ion wa s not what we were u s ing a s  the 

s t andard here . I t  wa s commencement . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dub i t s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

O kay . Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . Wou l d  

w o u l d  thi s - - w o u l d  thi s cove r b o t h  natural 

commencement a s  we l l  a s  art i f i c i a l  i n s emina t i o n ?  

Through you . 
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DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  that i s  not de fined 

here . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ker . That ' s why I a s k  - -

I ' m  a s king t h e  que s t i on . 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENTILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I would be l i eve that 

it  would be included he re becau s e  whether you ' re 

do ing it  natura l l y  o r  through an art i f i c i a l  me ans , 

you are s t i l l  commencing a pregnancy , s o  I do 

b e l i eve -- for l e g i s lat ive int ent -- that that would 

be included here . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 
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RE P .  DUB I T S KY ( 4 7TH ) : 
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Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . S o , if �- if I s o  

i f  a woman wa s part i cipating i n  a s e r i e s  o f  o r  a 

program of artifi c i a l  i n s emination and did not have 

ins urance and found that the art ifi ci a l  i n s emina t i o n  

wa s - - wa s s ucce s sful and s he be came pregnant , 

through you , woul d  thi s b i l l  cover that s itua t i o n ?  

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  my unde r s t anding i s  

that t o  a r t ifi c i a l l y  i n s eminate i s  a ve ry e xpe n s ive 

propo s it i on and I would highly doubt that s omebody 

who wa s unins ured would be exp l oring that path as a 

means of - - of gett ing pregnant , s o  I ' m  not s ure  

that it woul d  app l y ,  but again , that ' s not defined 

here in  thi s b i l l . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r ese nt a t ive Dub i t sky . 
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Thank you , Madam Spea ker . I ' l l go b a c k  t o  my 

que s t ion . S o ,  i f  a woman was t a king a cour s e  o f  

a rt i f i c i a l  i n s eminat ion without insurance and found 

s he wa s succe s s ful , would s he then be abl e  to t a ke 

advantage o f  thi s b i l l  and - - and then purch a s e  

i n s urance ? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

She woul d . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . Through you Madam 

S p e a ke r , would t h i s  insurance , once purcha s e d ,  cove r 

the baby? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 
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Through you Madam Spe a ker , no , i t  would not . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ker . S o ,  i f  the baby were 

in  t r oub l e  during the pregnancy , thi s insurance 

cove rage woul d  not cove r any procedure s  t o  s ave the 

baby? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , thi s i s  obvi ous l y  a 

ve ry comp l i cated que s t i on ,  but my unde r s t anding o f  

what thi s b i l l  i s  s aying i s  that it  woul d  a l l ow 

s omebody upon the commencement o f  a pregnancy t o  

purcha s e  i n s urance i n  a s p e c i a l  enrol lment p e r i od , 

and then it  would be det e rmined by what kind o f  

i n s urance that mother wa s t o  purcha s e  a s  t o  what I 

t h i n k  woul d  be cove red unde r that , and s o  I don ' t 

f e e l  I am ab l e  to  answer that que s t i on di r e ct l y  
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b a s e d  on the informat i on that ' s p r e s ent ed here in 

thi s b i l l . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive Dubit s ky . 

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ker . I s  it  - - i s  there 

not s ome minimum l eve l o f  cove rage that is  requ i r e d  

unde r the s e  p l ans ? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  ye s ,  pregnancy i s  

cove red a s  a n  e s s ent i a l  health bene fit  now here i n  

thi s s t ate becau s e  o f  l a s t  n i ght ' s S enate vote . We 

have pa s s ed that l aw to ma ke s ure that it i s , but 

again , it  is not phys i c a l l y  de fined in  thi s b i l l  

that w e  would b e  a l s o  ensuring that thi s i s  p a rt o f  

t h e  e s s ent i a l  health bene fit s ,  s o  e l s ewhere in  our 

s tatue s , ye s ,  I be l i eve that would be de fined that 

they would be  cove red through the l ife of the i r  
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Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T S KY ( 4 7 TH ) : 

1 8 0 
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Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . S o ,  i f  I unde r s t ood 

the good proponent ' s  answer correct l y ,  then t he 

cove rage would cover both the mothe r and the baby , 

and the window f o r  purcha s ing thi s cove rage would be 

open from the commencement o f  the pregnancy . Do I 

int e rpret that correct l y ?  

Through you . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

I t h i n k  that i s  accurat e . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T SKY ( 4 7 TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . And ,  woul d  that 

i nsurance cove r the baby aft e r  the baby is b o rn ? 
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Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

1 8 1 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  again , becau s e  I 

don ' t have spe c i f i c s  in t e rms o f  spe c i f i c  p l an s  in 

front of me , I can ' t guarant e e  that that ' s the c a s e ,  

but in  a lmo s t  a l l  ca s e s , that would be the ca s e . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T S KY ( 4 7 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ker . And , am I correct in  

a s s uming that would be the ca s e  regardl e s s  o f  what 

p o int in the pregnancy the baby wa s born ? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I b e l i eve s o . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive Dub i t s ky .  
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Thank you , Madam Spea ker . And ,  i n  the event 

that a woman purch a s e d  the cove rage that we ' ve been 

d i s cu s s ing and wa s carrying her  -- her chi l d  and the 

woman succumbed - - the woman di ed , and the do ct o r s  

we re ab l e  t o  s ave t h e  bab y ,  would t h e  in surance 

cont inue t o  cove r the baby ? 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I do not know the 

answer t o  that que s t i on . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dub it s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T S KY ( 4 7 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . I would a s k  the 

proponent how a woman who i s  p l anning on t a king 

advantage of thi s s t atue o r  this b i l l  s hould it  

become s t atute woul d  f ind the answer t o  that 

que s t i on ?  

Through you . 
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Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

1 8 3  
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  my unde r s t anding o f  

the intent o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  s impl y  t o  ensure that s he 

can have acce s s  t o  insurance and that she would have 

acce s s  to cho o s e  a p l an that wor ked for he r ,  and t o  

answer t h e  gentl eman ' s  que s t i on , I be l i eve that s h e  

would s impl y  have t o  contact h e r  i n s urance company 

and find out exact l y  what wa s spe l l ed out in her 

p o l i cy that she purcha s e d  thanks t o  thi s b i l l . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dubit s ky .  

RE P .  DUB I T S KY ( 4 7 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ker . I app r e c i a t e  the 

good proponent ' s  re spons e s , and I wi l l  cont inue to 

l i s t e n  t o  the debat e .  

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , s i r . Wi l l  you rema r k  furthe r ?  

Repr e s entat ive Che e s eman . 

RE P .  CHE E SEMAN ( 3 7 TH ) : 
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Than k you ve ry much , Madam Spe a ke r . And ,  

through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I have a coup l e  o f  

que s t ions  f o r  the proponent o f  t h e  b i l l . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

You may proceed , madam . 

RE P .  CHE E SEMAN ( 37TH ) : 

Doe s  the proponent know i f  there are any othe r 

s t at e s  who o f fer thi s s o rt o f  spe c i a l  enrol lment 

p e r iod for pregnancy ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I am unaware o f  

whether there are o r  are not other s t at e s  that are 

o f fe r ing thi s . 

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Che e s eman . 

RE P .  CHE E SEMAN ( 37TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  and a s  I unde r s t and 

it , the Affo rdab l e  Care Act as current l y  cons t ituted 
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do e s  not t re at pregnancy a s  be ing de emed worthy o f  a 

s p e c i a l  enrol lment except i o n ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I be l i eve i t  

actua l l y  i s  a s p e c i a l  enrol lment period qual i fying 

l i fe event . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Che e s eman . 

RE P .  CHE E SEMAN ( 3 7 TH ) : 

S o ,  with pregnancy it  provide s for a s p e c i a l  

enrol lment period through the Affordab l e  Care Act a s  

it n o w  s t ands , why are w e  dra ft ing t h i s  l e g i s l a t i on 

t o  create one ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I b e l i eve the answe r 
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t o  that i s  that this b i l l  i s  a imed at p e op l e  who are 

unins ured and a qua l i fying l i fe event could be u s e d  

t o  updat e  an exi s t ing pol icy . T h i s  would a l l ow 

s omeone t o  purcha s e  a p o l i cy . 

Through you , Madam Spea ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Che e s eman . 

RE P .  CHE E S EMAN ( 37TH ) : 

Thank you ve ry much and through you Madam 

Spe a ke r , I ' m  jus t  l o o king at the h e a lthcare . gov 

web s i t e  and s e e ing s ome comment s from S ylvia 

Burwe l l . I t  app e a r s  the Affordabl e  Care Act doe s  

not t reat pregnancy a s  a qua l i fying l i fe event . The 

b i rth of a chi ld is in  t e rms of be ing abl e  to insure 

that chi l d ,  so  I ' m  s omewhat confu s ed about I 

unde r s t and the purpo s e  o f  thi s i s  t o  a l l ow a woman 

who i s  uninsure d ,  who doe s  not have h e a lthcare 

cove rage , who di s cove r s  s he is  pregnant t o  buy 

h e a lthcare cove rage to  cove r her  during he r 

pre gnancy , but again , che c king the h e a lthcare . gov 

web s it e ,  it  app e a r s  that at anyt ime you can enro l l  

i n  Medi caid if you are uninsured . There i s  -- there 
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i s  n o  s p e c i a l  enro l lment period for that . I s  that 

correct ? 

Through you , Madam Spea ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I do be l i eve that i s  

correct that you can enro l l  i n  Medi caid but the g o a l  

for thi s b i l l  i s  to  a l l ow peop l e  t o  purcha s e  

individua l private insurance . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repr e s ent at ive Che e s eman . 

RE P .  CHEES EMAN ( 3 7 TH ) : 

Thank you ve ry much , Madam Spe a ke r . And , I 

thank the proponent o f  the b i l l  for h i s  answe r s , and 

again , it occur s to me that thi s come s down t o  

a f f o rdab i l it y . I f  a woman deemed a health ins urance 

p o l i c y  wa s a f fordab l e  re gardl e s s  of her  s t a t e  o f  

pregnancy o r  not , she would b e  purcha s ing that p l an , 

and there fore , we wouldn ' t need thi s s p e c i a l  

qua l i f y i n g  p e r i o d . I t h i n k  t h i s i s  imp o r t ant 
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b e c au s e  we are not only pre s e rving the he a l t h  o f  the 

woman , we are pre s e rving the health o f  her  chi l d ,  

but aga i n , i f  p l an s  were a f fordab l e , i f  t h e y  were 

not deemed do I pay my mo rtgage o r  do I pay for my 

h e a l t h  ins urance , we wouldn ' t be having thi s 

conve r s at i on , and I do think thi s i s  an imp o rt ant 

conve r s at ion to have as we move forward , as we s aw 

with Affo rdabl e  - - the e s s e nt i a l  hea l th bene f it s . 

What we do here mat t e r s  in p e op l e ' s  eve ryday 

l ive s , and I do think it ' s a worthy conve r s at i on , 

but I a l s o  think we have t o  cons ider the 

imp l i ca t i on s  of what we do . As I s a y ,  i t ' s ve r y  

import ant f o r  women to  have thi s acce s s , t o  provide 

thi s cove rage for them and the i r  unb o rn chi l d ,  t o  

pay for prenat a l  care . A healthy mother produce s a 

h e a lthy baby , which s ave s u s  money down the road , 

but I t h i n k  we do - - a s  I s a y  - - have t o  b e a r  in  

mind that the de c i s ions we ma ke do  have imp l i ca t i o n s  

a s  far a s  c o s t  i s  conce rned . I wi l l  l i s ten t o  thi s 

debat e . I want nothing mo re than t o  ensure that 

eve ry woman in thi s s t a t e , eve ry man in  thi s s tate , 

eve r y  chi l d  i n  t h i s s t at e  ha s h e a l t h  cove r a g e  t h a t  
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he o r  s he can a f ford at a price  that i s  acceptab l e . 

Thank you ve ry much , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you . Repr e s entat ive Yaccarino . 

RE P .  YACCARINO ( 8 7 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . I t ' s good t o  s e e  you 

up there . A que s t ion o r  two t o  the proponent and 

then a comment . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

You may pro c e e d ,  s i r . 

RE P .  YACCARINO ( 8 7 TH ) : 

La s t  ye ar in I n s urance thi s came up and I 

f i l l e d  in  in  I n s urance for maybe a month o r  two , and 

I voted against  thi s and you know , I thought about 

it both ways . There ' s a lot o f  p o s it ive s in it  but 

how do we pay for it , and then I ' l l get into my 

s t ory in a minut e but one que s t i on . S o ,  the woman ' s  

pre gnant . I t  s ays  3 0  days . I t ' s actua l l y  hard t o  

p i n  down t h e  3 0 -day period . I s  it  from when s he 

g o e s  t o  her  phys i ci an and then s ays  you ' re  pregnant , 

you ' re expe ct ing , then you can app l y  through 

ins urance ? 
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Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

1 9 0  
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I have not 

exp e r i enced this proce s s  in  my l i fe yet , but I am 

unde r the underst anding , again , from a p e r s on who 

has a p o l i t i ca l  s ci ence de gree and not an actual 

s ci ence degre e , that there probab l y  are medical  ways 

t o  det e rmine how far a l ong the pregnancy is  and 

that ' s what the doct o r s  would be us ing t o  det e rmine 

when it  wa s commenced . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Yaccarino . 

RE P .  YACCARINO ( 8 7 TH ) : 

Than k you for that answe r . Whe r e  did you come 

up with 3 0  days for the l e gi s l at i on - - pot ent i a l  

l e gi s l a t i o n ?  

Through you , Madam Speake r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repr e s ent at ive S canlon . 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I would s a y  I don ' t 

p e r s ona l l y  know the answer t o  that . Thi s I would 

remind my f r i end is a b i l l  spon s o red by my co - cha i r ,  

S enat o r  Kevin Ke l l y ,  from the other s ide o f  the 

a i s le , and I b e l i eve that he ha s wo r ked hard on t h i s  

b i l l  and that ' s t h e  det e rmination t h a t  he came up 

with . 

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Yaccarino . 

RE P .  YACCARINO ( 8 7 TH ) : 

Thank you for that answe r . Now , i f  the woman 

doe s n ' t have insurance but then they wou l d  qua l i fy 

f o r  Medi cai d ,  obvious l y ,  the s t at e  pays for that and 

it ' s more of a s oc i a l  burden . As l ong as the ma in 

thing is  the woman gett ing care for the baby and 

h e r s e l f ,  so I want t o  t e l l  you a s to r y . S o , my 

o l de s t  s on - - I can ' t remember now . I think he ' s 

3 4 . When h i s  mom wa s - - s he found out she wa s 

pregnant , we had ve ry good he a lth - - we had ve ry 

good h e a l t h  i n s urance , but we didn ' t  have pregnancy 
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on our health insurance , and thi s i s  how i n s urance 

h a s  changed so much in 34 yea r s . We c a l l e d  our 

agent and s a i d ,  you know , Karen is gonna have --

e xp e ct ing a baby . I t  wa s Anthem Blue Cro s s / Blue 

S h i e l d ,  and Anthem B l ue Cro s s /B lue Shi e ld cove red 

her pregnancy becau s e  they f e l t  it  wa s better for 

her  and for the bab y ,  whi ch wa s our s on Davi d ,  and 

b e t t e r  a l l  for healthcare , and I think that ' s ve ry -

- I think it ' s vita l l y import ant , and f o r  u s  a s  

parent s , w e  a r e  s o  a t  f i r s t  l i ke what a r e  w e  gonna 

do ? What are we gonna do ? But , we were cove red , 

and it  wa s an ama z ing re l i e f . 

At the end o f  the day ,  we kept that i n s urance 

for ye ar s , s o  we ' ve paid Anthem for many , many 

ye ar s , and I think the goal here I be l i eve is  - -

t e l l  me i f  I ' m  wrong obvious l y ,  t a king care o f  

t h e  morn, t a king care o f  the baby , but that pe r s on 

wi l l  cont inue with that health insurance . I would 

hope they didn ' t -- they can ' t j us t  get the 

ins urance and drop it , s o  I think in  the l ong run 

thi s is a bene fit  to our s oc i et y ,  bene fit  to our 

moms and to_ our chi l d r e n , so I t h i n k  -- ye s , ye s , I 
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do t h i n k  that , and I don ' t think I need t o  have 

face s made when I ' m  spea king , so I do t h i n k  that . 

S omet ime s you have t o  l o o k  at the b i g  p i cture h e r e , 

and I r e a l l y  be l i eve that you ' l l  get mo re p e op l e  

s igning up f o r  ins urance a ft e rwards and t h e y ' l l  keep 

that ins urance , and it ' s gonna cost the i n s urance 

company much l e s s  money in the l ong run and our 

s oc i e t y  much l e s s  money ,  s o  I s t and in  s upport of 

thi s . Thank you , Madam Sp e a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , repre s ent at ive . Repre s entat ive 

Ackert . 

RE P .  ACKERT ( 8 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . P e r f e ct S e gwa y . The 

big p i cture . T o  the good gent l eman , the cha i r  o f  

I n surance , you ' ve heard me spe a k  about ins urance 

manda t e s  and probab l y  many r e a s ons why p e op l e  don ' t 

get ins urance becau s e  it ' s expen s ive and you get 

very l i t t l e  for what you pay for . S o ,  through you , 

hypothet i ca l , sma l l  bus ine s s  h a s  in s urance f o r  the i r  

individual s . They h i r e  s omebody to  - - there ' s  a 

t ime c l o c k  be fore they can be  added in  many ca s e s . 
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U s ua l l y ,  l i ke a 9 0  day by mandat e .  You can j o in the 

bus ine s s  and then insurance -- the company then can 

put you on the i r  p l an l et ' s say 9 0  days . I n  the 

int e r im in  there , the indivi dual doe s  get pregnant , 

o ka y . Then , with t h i s  l egi s l a t i on , i f  p a s s e s ,  that 

p e r s on then could go app l y  be fore that short p e r i od 

o f  t ime . Woul d  that pregnancy be cove red in  ful l  o r  

w o u l d  it  fo l l ow what t h e  insurance p lan h a s  i n  

p l ace ? I t  wi l l  be a $ 6 0 0 0 - do l l a r  out - o f -p o c ke t  

be fore a n y  - - a n y  - - a n y  cont ribut ion from t h e  

ins urance company . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I ' d a s k  that the 

gent l eman rephra s e  his que s t ion . I ' m  - - I ' m  not 

unde r s t anding . S orry . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Ac ke rt , would you be s o  kind 

j u s t  t o  rephra s e  your que st i o n ?  

RE P .  ACKERT ( 8 TH ) : 
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I wi l l  and I - - I ' l l try t o  ma ke i t  - - s o ,  the 

p e r s on works f o r  a bu s ine s s  but did not have 

i n s urance . They did not have ins urance . They then 

j o ined the company ' s insurance , which I ' d imagine it 

doe s n ' t mat t e r  where you get the ins urance . I ' d 

imagine they coul d  j o in the company ' s  ins urance , the 

company ' s  he a l th p l an that they have when they s i gn 

up has an out - o f-p o c ket expens e .  Would that out - o f -

p o c ke t  expens e  need t o  be p a i d  f o r  f i r s t  o r  woul d  

t h e  pregnancy be covered in ful l ?  

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I ' m  s t i l l  having 

t roub l e  unde r s t anding the gent l eman ' s  que s t ion , but 

I be l i eve the answer woul d  be no becau s e  thi s woul d  

j u s t  be a l l owing them t o  purcha s e  a brand-new p l an 

for the f i r s t  t ime unde r thi s enro l lment pe riod , not 

t o  purcha s e  a p l an through the i r  emp l oyer a s  the 

group s  are not inc luded in  thi s . 

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 
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Repre s ent at ive Ac kert . 

RE P .  ACKERT ( 8 TH ) : 
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Thank you . O ka y ,  then s o  i f  they went and 

purcha s e d  a p l an -- an insurance p l an , what eve r i t  

may be , and it  h a d  any out - o f-p o c ke t  expen s e s , 

whatever p l an that the y ' ve purcha s ed . Woul d  they 

have t o  s at i s fy the out - o f-po c ket requ i r ement be fore 

gett ing any bene fit s ?  

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , that i s  not 

di s cus s e d  in thi s b i l l . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Ac kert . 

RE P .  ACKERT ( 8 TH ) : 

And , I b e l i eve it t o  be t rue that you ' d have t o  

meet a n y  o f  t h e  requirement s o f  t h e  p l an t h a t  you 

could a f fo rd to  buy , but it i s  t rue that an 

individual can -- a woman can get Medi caid and not 
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have t o  worry about that expen s e  that I j u s t  

ment i oned . Al s o ,  t h e  chi ld g e t s  cove red through the 

p l an . I think i t ' s c a l l e d  chi l d  hea l thcare p l an o r  

s omething l i ke that , s o  they d o  g e t  ins urance , and 

a l s o , the pregnant woman can get ins urance , so it ' s 

not l i ke they don ' t have prot e ct i ons  in  the po l i c i e s  

that thi s country h a s  now . W e  do . 

T h i s  though t o  me i s  do ing a di s s e rvice t o  

tho s e  individua l s . W e  should be encouraging tho s e  

t o  get insurance . That ' s what the t ruth . That i s  

exact l y  what our depa rtment - - our i n s urance 

depa rtment of the s t at e  o f  Connect i cut s a i d ,  if we 

go in  thi s di rect i on o f  a l l owing peop l e  t o  o ka y  you 

know , I don ' t want t o  get ins urance for whateve r my 

health r e a s on may be , and in thi s ca s e  i t ' s 

pregnancy . The y ' re probab l y  gonna get s i c k  o r  have 

other -- s ome other concern that they wou l d  need t o  

go t o  t h e  doctor be fore they eve r u s e  t h e  p r e gnancy , 

whether it ' s the f l u ,  an inj u r y ,  s omething in  s ome 

manne r .  I don ' t be l i eve thi s i s  the r i ght approach . 

I f  we truly want t o  have peopl e that are gonna b e  

h e a l t h y ,  l et ' s find a w a y  t o  dr ive co s t s  down , n o t  
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up , and then - - and then not a l l ow except i ons . The 

good ran king member brought up -- o r  one of the 

othe r spe a ke r s  brought up what about s omebody that 

had bre a s t  cance r . I f  they found out that the y had 

brea s t  canc e r , that ' s not a qua l i fying event . Thi s 

i s  s omething they can ' t cont ro l . They can ' t cont r o l  

a n  i l l ne s s . They can ' t cont rol  MS . They can ' t 

cont r o l  p r o s t a t e  cance r . Tho s e  happen . 

The one qua l i fying event there i s  s ome cont r o l  

there , b u t  none o f  t h e  o t h e r  qual i fying - - the one s 

that we ' re not gonna cove r , the real  health i s s u e s  

in  thi s s t at e , we ' re n o t  gonna give them a 

qua l i fying event . Tho s e  drive co s t s  up t o . I f  

we ' re t a l king about what drive c o s t  up , tho s e  dr ive 

co s t s  up , so to  me , we ' re p i c king s omething that ' s 

cont r o l l ab l e  rather than s a y  what i s  the numb e r  one 

what is the number one health r i s k  in  the s t ate  

of  Conne c t i cut . Find out what that i s . Maybe we 

s hould include that in thi s or the number two o r  the 

numb e r  three uncont ro l l ab l e  di s e a s e . S ome thing that 

the y ' d never want t o  wi s h  upon thems e lve s .  We p i c k  

o n e  that i s  cont ro l l ab l e  t o  s ome manner .  I know 
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that l i fe happen s , but we ' re driving the co s t s  o f  

he a lthcare up . That ' s why people don ' t get 

ins urance . They can ' t a f ford it , not b e caus e  they 

don ' t want it . They j u s t  can ' t a f fo rd i t . L et ' s 

find ways t o  ma ke it  a ffordabl e .  Let ' s - - l et ' s put 

our e f fort s in  gett ing people on an insurance p l an 

rather than f inding ways - - yeah , you know what , 

don ' t worry about that expen s e  r i ght now becau s e  

gue s s  what , we ' ve got you cove red . We ' re gonna ma ke 

that a qua l i fying event . Let ' s spend s ome t ime on 

the real prob l em -- gett ing people a f f o rdab l e  h e a l t h  

ins urance . Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , s i r . Rep r e s ent a t i ve De lni c ki . 

RE P .  DELN I CKI ( 1 4 TH ) : 

Good a ft e rnoon , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Good a ft e rnoon t o  you , s i r . 

RE P .  DELN I CKI ( 1 4 TH ) : 

A coup l e  o f  que s t ions t o  the proponent o f  the 

b i l l , through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 
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Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . Would thi s cove rage 

inc l ude prenat a l  c a r e ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canl on . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spea ker , a s  de fined by the 

e s s ent i a l  health bene fit s on the Affo rdab l e  Care 

Act , prenat a l  care is  s omething that is  cove r e d ,  s o  

i f  thi s individua l wa s t o  i n  fact qua l i fy for thi s 

spe c i a l  enro l lment period and then purcha s e  one o f  

the s e  p l an s , s h e  would b e  cove red t o  rece ive s ome 

pregnancy care . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Del n i c ki . 

RE P .  DELN I CKI ( 1 4 TH ) : 

Thank you t o  the proponent . Madam S p e a ke r ,  

through you , woul d  t h i s  bi l l  provide we l lne s s  care 

for  the mother through the pregnancy? 

006190 



aa 

HOUS E  OF  RE PRE SENTAT I VE S  

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

2 0 1  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , we l l ne s s  care i s  

a l s o  one o f  the ten ACA pot ent i a l  he a l t h  bene fit s ,  

s o  ye s . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive De lni c ki . 

RE P .  DELN I CKI ( 1 4 TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . And , thank you t o  

the proponent . I ' ve heard t a l k  in here and qui t e  

fran k l y ,  the y ' re r i ght . I n  a p e r f e ct world ,  

eve ryone would have that kind o f  cove rage in  a 

fami l y . A woman would have that kind o f  cove rage 

but unfo rtunate l y ,  we do not l ive in  a p e r f e ct 

wor l d ,  unfortunat e l y . We do know that prenat a l  

care , we l lne s s  c a r e  f o r  t h e  mother doe s y i e l d  b e t t e r  

out come s , a n d  I go b a c k  t o  m y  exp e r i ence s when I 

s e rved on a board o f  educat i on in  my communi t y ,  and 

I s aw what the co s t s  we re a s s o c iated with a child 
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that had i s s ue s  that o ccurred - - health i s sue s that 

occurred through the pregnancy through the prenatal 

care o r  lack there o f ,  and the expe n s e  that would be 

incurred t o  provide that chi l d  with an educa t i on to 

the tune o f  hundreds o f  thous ands o f  dol l a r s  per 

ye ar , so  is  it  a cost avo idance ? It  c e rt a i n l y  could 

ve ry we l l  be a cost avo idance t o  a ci t y ,  t o  a t own , 

t o  the t axpayer in that c i t y  o r  t own , and o f  cour s e ,  

t o  the parent s , the mother , the fami l y  o f  that chi ld 

with a better  out come . 

You know , it ' s a funny way t o  put it  but it ' s 

a lmo s t  l i ke you pay a l i t t l e  mo re on the front end t o  

s ave a h e c k  o f  a lot  o n  t h e  bac kend . You provide 

the cove rage , you have the cove rage , and again , thi s 

i s  not a p e r fe ct wo rld . I n  a p e r fect wor l d , I ' ve 

heard the di s cus s i on that peop l e  s hould be cove red 

for thi s and the y ' re r i ght . I n  a p e r f e ct wo r l d ,  

that ' s what i t  would be , but thi s i s  n o t  a p e r f e ct 

world . I voted in  favor o f  thi s in  commi t t e e . I am 

going t o  vot e  in  favor o f  it here t oday ,  and I 

one thing I have a t ough t ime under s t anding i s  why 

you woul d ca l l  i t  l i ke a p r e e x i s t ing cond i t i on 
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becau s e  i t  - - a chi l d ,  a pregnancy , a baby i s  a 

wonde r fu l  thing . I t ' s  s omething that qui t e  fran kly 

I ' l l never have an he i r  t o  the emp i re at thi s p o int . 

You know , s o  I envy anyone that wi l l  have an h e i r  t o  

t h e  emp i re , and aga i n ,  I l o o k  at t h e  c o s t  t o  the 

s choo l s ,  I l o o k  at the out come s , I l o o k  at the 

fami l ie s , I l o o k  at the chi ldren and based on  t ho s e  

concern s , I do b e l i eve in  my heart that it  wi l l  s ave 

money on the bac kend to the t axpaye r s  that won ' t 

have tho s e  i s s ue s  t o  de al  with in  the i r  s ch o o l s ,  in  

the i r  commun i t i e s , and o f  cour s e , wi l l  have mo re 

product ive better chi ldren that are h e a l t h i e r  and an 

opportunit y  t o  -- t o  thrive in our great s t a t e  and 

commun i t y . Thank you , Madam Spea ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , s i r . Rep r e s ent at ive T e rcya k . 

RE P .  TERCYAK ( 2 6TH ) : 

Than k you ve ry much , Madam Spe a ke r . Thank you 

t o  the good proponent of the b i l l . I have a few 

comment s t o  ma ke becau s e  I ' m  s itt ing here j us t  

ama z ed . We are t a l king about the hea lth o f  a f e t u s . 

The health o f  a fetus who neve r had an oppo rtun it y  
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t o  buy insurance be fore , who ha s not had an 

opportuni ty t o  enro l l  i t s  mom in  good prenat a l  care , 

a fetus  who i s  not a tumo r ,  who i s  not a cance r ,  and 

who is not an i l l n e s s .  A fetus ! 

There are peop l e  in thi s room who t a l k  about 

fetu s e s  and r e f e r  t o  them as unborn bab i e s .  The 

heck with the mother i f  you would l i ke t o  look at it  

that way . We a re insur i ng the fetus here . How a r e  

we in suring it ? Medi ca i d . Ea s y  t o  s a y  peop l e  

qua l i fy f o r  Medi c a i d ,  e speci a l l y i f  you forget how 

we ' ve thrown peop l e  o f f  Medi caid by l owering the 

income l imi t s .  E a s y  t o  s a y  Medi caid a s  l ong a s  you 

i gnore the fact that it  is s uch a mode s t  income that 

is a l l owed ,  that few of us count among our f r i ends 

very many peop l e  who qua l i fy for Medi ca i d . We and 

mo s t  our fri ends are too comfortab l e  to me et that . 

What i f  it ' s a $ 6 0 0 0 -do l lar deduct ion p o l i c y ?  Wel l ,  

you know what ? That ma ke s a po l i cy a good dea l . 

According t o  t e s t imony in front o f  thi s commi t t e e , 

whi ch I ' m  not on , norma l without comp l i ca t i o n s  

mat e rni t y  c a r e  a n d  de l iver y  co s t s  range from $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  

t o  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  do l l a r s  i n  t h i s  s t at e , s o  i f  you have a 
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h i gh deduct ible po l i cy ,  you ' re s t i l l  gonna b e  s aving 

money fol ks . 

When we l o o k  a ft e r  the mother ,  do s creening and 

t re atment for med i cal condit ions  l i ke hype rtens i on ,  

which ki l l s  more mothers and the i r  bab i e s  than 

anything e l s e  combine d ,  l i ke p r e e c l amp s i a , whi ch can 

be diagno s e d  and t reated and s ave the baby ' s l i fe ,  

when we ' re giving f o l i c  acid suppl ement s ,  when we ' re 

prevent ing g e s t a t i ona l diabe t e s , we are not j u s t  

t a l king about s ome woman who didn ' t buy insurance , 

but s he s hould have . We are t a l king about - - t o  u s e  

the words o f  many in thi s Chamber - - t h e  unborn 

chi l d . L et ' s s t op pretend we ' re t a l king about 

anything e l s e . Than k you ve ry much , Mr . Cha i rman . 

Thi s i s  a ve ry import ant b i l l  for the unb o rn 

chi l dren who s e  mothe r s  were not yet respon s ib l e  

enough t o  g e t  insurance . I don ' t think becau s e  o f  

the i r  i rre spon s ib l e  mothe r s  w e  should be s addl ing 

the s e  unborn chi l dren with all the cons e quen c e s  that 

come a l ong with inadequate healthcare whi l e  they are 

s t i l l  in the womb . Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . I 

app r e c iate t h i s oppo rtun i t y  t o  spe a k . 

006195 



aa 

HOUS E  OF  RE PRE S ENTAT IVE S  

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

2 0 6  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Than k you , s i r . Rep r e s entat ive Wi l s on . 

RE P .  W I L SON ( 6 6TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . I have a coup l e  o f  

thought s and que s t i on s  a s  I l i s t en t o  the proponent 

-- [ Cro s s t a l k ]  

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

You have the f l o o r , s i r . 

RE P .  W I LSON ( 6 6TH ) : 

- - Answer s ome o f  the other que s t i on s  and through 

you , i f  I may ?  

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

P l e a s e  proceed . 

RE P .  W I L S ON ( 6 6TH ) : 

Than k you . S o , I be l i eve I heard the que s t i on 

about individua l ve r s u s  group answered that thi s 

o n l y  cove r s  individua l ,  and yet , when I l o o k  at 

l ine s 4 , 5 through 8 ,  it  t a l ks about any p e r s on 

i n s ured under a group hospi t a l i z at i on , medi ca l , 

surgical  i n s urance p l an ,  a ful l y  i n s ured group 

insurance p l an s pons ored by a muni cipa l i t y ,  s o  I 

j u s t  want t o  be c l e a r  that thi s bypa s s e s  tho s e  
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group s and g o e s  only t o  an indivi dua l . I s  that 

correct ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , that i s  correct . 

S e ct i on 1 i s  b a s i c a l l y  speci fying that tho s e  p l an s  

a r e  not included i n  thi s , and the re fore , o n l y  

individual s  w o u l d  be . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Wi l s on . 

RE P .  W I L S ON ( 6 6TH ) : 

S o ,  through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  could the good 

proponent o f  the bill  t e l l  us  why tho s e  p lans we re 

excluded?  

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , Repr e s ent at ive 

S amp s on and I t ouched on t h i s a l i t t l e  b i t , but t o  
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unde r s t anding o f  thi s and the rea son why t o  my - - t o  

my fri end ove r there on t h e  other s i de o f  t h e  a i s l e , 

we didn ' t do thi s becau s e  f o l k s  that are on the 

state emp loyee p l an or have muni cipal p l an s  have 

cove rage for pregnanci e s  and they are i n s ured 

a l ready , and the t arget audi ence o f  thi s bill were 

f o l k s  that are not insured r i ght now . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Wi l s on . 

RE P .  W I L SON ( 6 6TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ker . Through you , j u s t  

again , I ' m  - - I t h i n k  I ' m  kind o f  con f u s e d  here , and 

I ' l l confe s s  I ' m an old insurance agent . I gue s s  

o l d  i n  chrono l og i c  numb e r s  mys e l f  but a l s o  o l d  in 

that I ent ered the i n s urance indu s t ry in  1 9 7 9  and 

for many ye ar s , I -- I bui lt  a l o t  of my bus ine s s  

through the providing o f  medical in surance p l an s  f o r  

m y  c l i ent s , s o  - - and I think Repre s entat ive S amp s on 

t ouched on thi s a s  we l l , but again , I ' m  j us t  t rying 

t o  get c l a r i f i cation why thi s woul dn ' t be  l et ' s s a y  
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on a sma l l  bu s ine s s  group , neve r mind a mun i c ipa l i t y  

o r  t h e  s t ate  o f  Conne ct i cut . There ' s many t ime s 

when l et ' s s a y  an emp l oyee and in thi s examp l e  I ' l l 

u s e  a mal e  i s  cove red unde r the i r  emp l o ye r ' s p l an 

but ha s s e l e cted o r  de cided for s ome r e a s on that 

they aren ' t going to  enro l l  the i r  spous e ,  and then 

s ure enough all of a sudden there is a s urpr i s e  and 

we now have a pregnant spous e ,  so if I unde r s t and 

what we ' re hearing here or reading here i s  that that 

woman would not be a l l owed t o  enro l l  into the group 

p l an under any s p e c i a l  except ion but woul d  have t o  

go s e e k  a di f f e rent p l an . I s  that correct ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you , I think that that ' s a ccurat e . I ' m  

not fami l i a r  spe ci f i ca l l y  with the HR p o l i c i e s  o f  

t h e  s t ate  emp l oyee p l an o r  o f  t h e  mun i c ipa l p l an t o  

know when they ' re enrol lment p e r i ods a r e  but for 

thi s s pe c i f i c  i n s t ance that I think you j u st  gave , 

t h a t  individua l wou l d  h ave t o  g o ,  wh i ch i s  t he who l e  

006199 



aa 

HOU S E  O F  RE PRE SENTAT I VE S  

2 1 0  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

purp o s e  o f  thi s bi l l ,  t o  then buy the individual 

po l i cy . 

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Wi l s on . 

RE P .  W I L SON ( 6 6TH ) : 

S o ,  thank you , and through you Madam Spea ke r ,  

s o  i t  j us t  s e ems t o  me that we ' re - - we ' re ma king 

thi s very di f f i cul t , and I j us t  que s t i on if we 

rea l l y  l o o ked at i t  hard enough and thought about 

twea king it  enough to ma ke it  more acceptab l e  and 

more e a s y  t o  a c c e s s .  I a l s o  have a concern - - I 

read in  the t e s t imony here that the Conne ct i cut 

Bus ine s s  and I ndu s t ry As s ociat i on a l s o  had que s t ions  

about the way thi s wa s done , and I be l i eve there i s  

a t e rm i n  the insurance indu s t ry i f  i t  s t i l l  exi s t s ,  

- - - aga i n , I ' l l  apo l o g i z e  becau s e  I ' m  an o l d  guy - -

c a l l ed adve r s e  s e l e ct i on , and cert a i n l y ,  any t ime 

that you dea l  with a preexi s t ing condit i on and you 

de l ay the e l i gibi l i t y  of that individual to get into 

whateve r  the p l an o f  cove rage i s ,  you ' ve creat ed an 

adve r s e  s e l e ct ion s ituat ion where the c l a im 
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expe r i ence i s  going t o  throw the actua r i a l  

c a l culat i ons  o f f  in  a p l an . 

S o ,  aga i n ,  another concern I woul d  have i s , you 

know , how are we going t o  dea l  with incre a s ing 

premiums , whether it  be at the individua l l eve l or 

the group l eve l for thi s kind of coverage , so I 

would j u s t  l i ke t o  s ay for the record at thi s p o i nt 

in t ime I - - I ' m  a l i t t l e  confu s e d  and I ' m  a l it t l e  

doubt ful a s  t o  whether thi s b i l l  and t h e  way that 

i t ' s actua l l y written is going t o  ma ke the cove rage 

ava i l ab l e  a s  e a s i l y  and a s  broadl y as p e rhap s it  

s hould be s o  that in fact we can be s ure  that women 

and the unborn fetus , a s  my good co l l e ague on the 

other s ide o f  the a i s l e  r e f e rred t o , are going t o  be 

a s s ured o f  the cove rage that they rea l l y  need,  and 

then the 30  days s e ems to  be a lmo s t  arb i t rary 

becau s e  again a s  an o l d  guy who h a s  five chi l dren I 

don ' t think you a lways know within 3 0  days whether 

o r  not a pregnancy ha s commenced , s o  I - - I j us t  

que s t i on whether t h e  3 0  days i s  a n  ade quat e p e ri od 

o f  t ime t o  a s s ure that s omeone i s  going t o  di s cove r 

t h i s  and be  ab l e  to  enro l l  into it . S o , th an k yo u , 

006201 



aa 

HOU S E  OF  RE PRE S ENTAT IVE S  

2 1 2 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Madam Spe a ke r , for the oppo rtun i t y  t o  s t and up here 

today and expre s s  my opinions and t o  the proponent , 

thank you a s  we l l . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , s i r . Rep r e s entat ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N I VASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . Good a ft e rnoon , 

Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Good a ft e rnoon t o  you , s i r . 

RE P .  S R I N I VASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Madam Spe a ke r ,  through you , a few que s t i on s  t o  

the proponent o f  the b i l l . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

P l e a s e  proceed . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  there wa s di s cu s s ion 

by repre s entat ive s be fore me on deduct ib le s , and 

through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I j us t  want to c l a r i fy 

that the p l an s  that are o f fe red - - a s  the good 

repre s e nt at ive , cha i rman knows - - many o f  the s e  

p l a n s  that a r e  o f fe re d  a )  have a deduct ib l e  and b ) 
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have a h i gh deduct ib l e . S o ,  through you Madam 

Spea ke r , my que s t ion i s  would tho s e  deduc t ib l e s  be 

app l i ed so a s  thi s woman g o e s  through her pregnancy 

the cove rage wi l l  s t art , from a financi a l  p o i nt o f  

vi ew , only a ft e r  s he h a s  met h e r  deduct ib l e ,  whi ch 

could be in the b a l lpark o f  about $ 5 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 0 0 0  

do l l a r s ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I ' m  wonde r ing i f  the 

rep r e s entat ive could rephra s e  the que s t ion . I don ' t 

be l i eve I heard the que s t ion there . 

Through you , Mr . Spe a ke r  - - Madam S p e a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S r iniva s an ,  would you be s o  kind 

a s  to rephra s e ?  

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 S T ) : 

O f  cour s e ,  madam . Through you Madam Spe a ke r , 

i f  in surance company o f f e r s  a p l an with a deduct ibl e  

a high deduct ibl e  and that i s  what the fami l y  - -
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the pregnant woman i s  abl e  t o  a f ford , through you 

Madam Spe a ke r ,  would the cove rage for the pregnancy 

s t a rt only a ft e r  the deduct ibl e , the finan c i a l  

commi tment i s  met ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  that i s  not out l ined 

in thi s l e gi s l at i on . 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

S o ,  through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  i f  thi s i s  not 

out l ined in thi s l e g i s l a t i on ,  are we r e qu i ring or 

are we mandat ing insurance compani e s  t o  say that 

they wi l l  have t o  give a product wi thout a 

deduct ibl e  and be without a h i gh deduct ibl e ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r , that i s  not out l ined 

in the b i l l . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S r iniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

S o ,  through you Madam Spe a ke r , i f  thi s 

l e g i s l at i on were t o  move forward , a l l  that we are 

requi ring is  that insurance compani e s  provide a 

product o f  cove rage and we are not dictat ing here a s  

t o  what t h e  coverage s hould b e  and what t h e  t e rms o f  

t h e  coverage in t e rms o f  f inanc i a l  imp l i ca t i on s  

s hould be ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  a l l  the b i l l  doe s  i s  

a l l ow s omebody t o  purcha s e  cove rage . I t  doe sn ' t s a y  

what kind it  h a s  t o  be . I t  j us t  a l l ow s  them t o  have 

an enro l lment pe riod and in  o rde r to be abl e  t o  

purcha s e  cove rage . 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I unde r s t and the 

a l l ows  part . Obvi ous l y ,  that ' s in  l e gi s l at ion , but 

my -- my concern o r  my que s t i ons  are ma king that 

a l l owab l e  component happen . How doe s  it  happ e n ?  We 

could say a l l ow but I want t o  ma ke s ure  the re ' s a 

p roduct out there that ' s ava i l ab l e , a ) , and b )  what 

wi l l  be the c o s t  and what wi l l  be the a f f o rdab i l it y ?  

That ' s t h e  que s t ion . W e  could a lways a s k and s a y  we 

want thi s and we want that . No que s t ion about that , 

but how are we going t o  de l ive r a product ? That i s  

my que s t i on , and I s t i l l  have not heard a n  answer 

from the good cha i r  about a product that we are 

a s king our insurance compan i e s t o  provide the 

p r e gnant woman . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repr e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I don ' t f e e l  that I 

can ade quat e l y  answer the rep r e s ent at ive ' s  que s t ion 

becau s e  I ' m  not an insurance agent . I ' m  - - I ' m  

s imp l y  the cha i r  o f  the commi t t e e , and I don ' t know 

what po l i c i e s  spe c i f i ca l l y  would be ava i l ab l e  t o  

s omebody i f  thi s l aw we re t o  become l aw t omorrow and 

they came into my o f f ice  and I s at down with them . 

O f f  the t op o f  my p e r s onal head , I don ' t know what 

would be ava i l ab l e  to them ,  how much the premiums 

woul d  b e , and whether o r  not would it  me et our 

de finit i on of a f f o rdab l e . Al l I know i s  that if we 

were t o  p a s s thi s l e g i s l a t i on that woul d  be an 

opt ion for s omebody t o  at l e a s t  wa l k  into that 

i ns urance agent ' s o f f i c e  and try t o  get cove rage . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . And ,  thank you for 

the c l a r i f i ca t i on . I app r e c i a t e  that . As I 

unde r s t and it , we are not requi ring an ins urance 

company t o  provide thi s cove rage if that company 
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cho o s e s  n o t  to  d o  s o ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r , we are requi ring 

that an ins urance company woul d  have t o  a l l ow 

s omebody t o  purcha s e  a p o l i c y  that they o f f e r  b a s e d  

on t h e  s p e c i a l  enro l lment period . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S r iniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

S o , through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  we are 

requi ring , we are mandat ing every ins urance company 

that ope rat e s  in  Connect i cut t o  o f fer thi s product ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , aga i n , not - - not a 

product p e r  s e  but t o  a l l ow s omebody the r i ght t o  
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purch a s e  o n e  o f  the i r  product s . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S RIN IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

2 1 9  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Al l r i ght . Through you Madam Spe a ke r , that ' s -

- that ' s exact l y  what I was s a ying . That we are 

requi ring an ins urance company t o  provide the opt i on 

of such a cove rage , that the in surance company doe s  

not have the l iberty t o  s a y  that no , w e  d o  not want 

to provide j us t  pregnancy coverage a l one ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  becau s e  o f  other 

ins urance s t atut e s  that requ i r e  them to  cove r a 

certain amount o f  things in  every po l i c y ,  no , they 

wouldn ' t be ab l e  t o  j us t  cove r the pregnancy a l one . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S riniva s an . 
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RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 S T ) : 

2 2 0  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

S o ,  through you Madam Spe a ke r , we are requ i ring 

that thi s coverage be ava i l ab l e , but we are not 

s aying in  any f o rm o r  f a s h i on what the cost wou l d  

be , what the deduct ible would be , and we are l eaving 

that t o  the insurance company t o  de c i de what the 

co s t  and the expe n s e  and the cove rage woul d  be ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  that i s  correct . We 

are not mandat ing any s o rt of ba s e l ine p r i c e  or 

deduct ible here . The ove ra l l  arching g o a l  and i t ' s 

been t a l ked about a coup l e  o f  t ime s  in  thi s bui l ding 

is that when more peop l e  have insurance , the co s t  o f  

i n s urance g o e s  down for eve rybody . That ' s the 

princip l e  by whi ch I be l i eve p e r s ona l l y  i n s urance 

ope rat e s  unde r ,  so by this happening , by t a king mo re 

p e op l e  off  the uni n s ured roles  and the re fore , 

ins uring them , I be l i eve we would be l owering the 

cost of i n s urance , but I can ' t spe a k  t o  how much 
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2 2 1  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

s pe c i f i c a l l y  a p l an would be i f  s omebody goe s t o  the 

i n s urance agent t omorrow when thi s b i l l  t a ke s  a f fe ct 

- - a s s uming - - pret ending it  t o o k  a f fe ct t omorrow 

and actua l l y  a s king what the price would be . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

S o , through you Madam Spe a ke r , when we 

r e qui ring an i n s urance company t o  provi de cove rage 

f o r  pregnancy and that i s  - - and obvi o u s l y ,  the 

i n surance company come s up with a p r i ce t a g  and that 

p r i ce t a g  is agreed upon , and that ' s what ' s p a i d ,  

wi l l  t h e  cove rage be onl y f o r  pregnancy and 

pregnancy - re l ated condi t i on s ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

No , i t  would not . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKE R GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 T H ) : 
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Repre s entat ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

2 2 2  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

S o ,  through you Madam Spe a ke r , s o  thi s i s  a 

cove rage f o r  pregnancy during the pregnancy p e ri od , 

the 9 months , but during that pregnancy i f  that 

pat i ent -- if that l ady were to  have b ronchi t i s , 

would have pneumoni a , would have s ome other 

condi t i on t o t a l l y  unr e l ated t o  the pregnancy 

hop e fu l l y ,  not , but in the unl i ke l y  event of an aut o 

accident - - a l l  o f  that would be cove red a s  we l l ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , that i s  correct . 

They woul d  have acce s s  to  an ins urance p o l i cy that 

woul d  cover any and all r e a s ons why s ome one woul d  

u s e  a n  i n s urance p o l i c y  f o r  hea l t h  purpo s e s . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repr e s ent at ive S riniva s an . 

RE P . S R I N I VASAN ( 3 1 S T ) : 
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2 2 3  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

And ,  through you Madam Spe a ke r , are we putt ing 

a t ime l imit a s  t o  when that cove rage wou ld end? I s  

i t  at the t ime that the chi l d  i s  born o r  a month 

l a t e r  o r  3 months l a t e r ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , that i s  not de f ined 

in the l e gi s l at i on . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent a t i ve S r iniva s an . 

RE P .  S RI N IVASAN ( 3 1 S T ) : 

S o , through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  i f  not de f ined 

in the l e g i s l a t i on , we are l e aving it  t o  the 

insurance company t o  de cide the ext ent to whi ch the 

coverage wi l l  -- wi l l  happen ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P . SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

My unde r s t anding woul d  be that it  woul d  be the 
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2 2 4  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

t yp i ca l  l i fecycle o f  an ins urance p o l i c y ,  that 

eventua l l y  it would expi re , and that p e r s on would 

have t o  cho o s e  t o  e ither renew it o r  t o  move on from 

that p o l i c y . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 S T ) : 

And , through you Madam Spe a ke r , t h i s  l i fe 

p e r i od o f  thi s p o l i cy ,  could it  be j us t  for 9 

months ,  o r  are we s a ying in thi s l e gi s l a t i on it  ha s 

t o  be 9 and beyond l et ' s s a y  a 1 2 -month p e r i o d ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  that i s  not de f ined 

in  the l e g i s l a t i on . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , coming t o  l ine 1 7 , 
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2 2 5  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

whi ch I know a lot o f  my c o l l e ague s have brought up 

the i s sue and for c l a r i f i ca t i on purpo s e s , pregnant 

individua l s  not more than 3 0  days a ft e r  the 

commencement of pregnancy . Through you Madam 

Spea ke r ,  i f  the good cha i r  could c l a r i fy thi s 

commencement period in thi s l e g i s l a t i o n ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repr e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

My unde r s t anding , repre s entat ive , wou l d  be that 

commencement would be what would be det e rmined by 

the phys i c ian when that wa s t o  commence -- when the 

p r e gnancy commenced based on the medical evidence 

be fore him o r  her a s  a phy s i c i an . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep re s entat ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

S o , through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  a s  it happens 

f r e quent l y ,  the l ady obvi ous l y  goe s  in  f o r  her  

che c kup at the s e cond month maybe o r  maybe even into 
) 
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2 2 6  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

her  t h i rd mont h ,  and then real i z e s  o r  i s  informed i s  

p r e gnant . Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  that cove rage 

would s t a rt -- is that day -- that day cons ide r e d  to 

be the beginning of the 1 month o f  commencement ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I - - I be l i eve 

commencement would meet that de finit ion , but again , 

the way it ' s de fined here in thi s l e g i s l at i on would 

be that commencement o f  the pregnancy a s  c e rt i f i e d  

by a n y  l i cen s e d  healthcare provi de r act ing w i t h i n  

the s cope o f  s uch healthcare provide r ' s pract i ce , 

whi ch I would interpret t o  mean that that doctor 

woul d  have t o  det e rmine when the commencement 

happened . Obvious l y ,  that would be both in  p a rt 

b a s e d  on medi c a l  evidence , but I think a l s o  b a s e d  on 

a conve r s at ion with the pat i ent about that p e r s on ' s 

s exua l h i s t o r y  and - - and t rying t o  deduce when that 

commencement actua l l y  happened . I don ' t know i f  

t h e r e  i s  a n  a c t u a l  s c i e n c e . t h e r e  a s  t o  how e a s y  t h a t  
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2 2 7  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

i s  t o  det e rmine , but we ' re l e aving i t  up t o  the 

provide r t o  ma ke that det e rminat ion ba s ed on the i r  

r e l a t i ons hip and you know , examinat i on o f  the 

pat i ent . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  that ' s the part o f  

t h i s  l e gi s l at i on that I find di f f i cult t o  wrap my 

hands a round , so i f  the provide r -- the hea lthcare 

provider a ft e r  they do h i s t o ry , the phy s i c a l  

examinat ion s o  on and s o  fort h ,  come s u p  w i t h  a 

diagno s i s  that the l ady i s  now 3 months p r e gnant , 

through you Madam Spe a ke r , did thi s young woman mi s s  

the boat a s  far a s  gett ing cove rage through thi s 

p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l at i o n ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P . S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , i t  depe nds on when 
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2 2 8  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

that woman wa s t o  go t o  the doctor and when that 

doctor wa s to  cert i fy the commencement . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S r iniva s an . 

RE P .  SRINIVASAN ( 3 1 S T ) : 

N ow , through you Madam Spe a ke r , the l ady goe s  

t o  the phys i c i an for the f i r s t  t ime and get s the 

phys i ca l  examinat i on and hi s t o ry and phys i ca l  

examinat ion con f i rm that s he now i s  3 months 

pregnant , whi ch is not uncommon at all - - ext reme l y  

common - - 1 2  we e ks pregnancy be ing the f i r s t  t ime 

that the woman i s  di agno s ed - - s o  when that happens ,  

through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  i s  it  1 month a ft e r  the 

phys i ci an det e rmin e s  that s he is 3 months p r e gnant , 

o r  are  we going b a c k  t o  1 month o f  the be ginning o f  

the pregnancy? That i s  confus ing . 

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

T hrough you Madam Sp e a ke r ,  can the gent l eman 
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rephra s e  h i s  que s t i o n ,  p l e a s e ?  

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

2 2 9  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Repre s entat ive S r iniva s an ,  could you p l e a s e  

rephra s e ?  

RE P . SRINIVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  thi s 1 month o f  

commencement , s o  when t h e  l ady goe s  t o  the phys i c i an 

3 month s  into pregnancy , ha s a h i s t o r y ,  h a s  the 

phys i c a l  exam ,  and the inte rnal exam con f i rms that 

she could be in  the b a l lp a r k  of about � - obvi ous l y ,  

w e  can neve r b e  accurat e ,  but w e  a r e  in  t h e  range o f  

a 3 -month pregnancy , through you Madam S p e a ke r , 

wou l d  thi s p i e ce o f  l e gi s l at i on app l y  t o  that young 

l ady if she were not to have any insurance at a l l  s o  

far ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

' DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 T H ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , one mo re t ime and I 

a s k  the good rep r e s entat ive t o  r e s t a t e  h i s  que s t i on . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 
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2 3 0  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Excu s e  me ( Gave l ) ( Gave l ) ( Gave l ) .  Ladi e s  and 

gent l emen , p l e a s e  t a ke your conve r s a t i on s  out s i de 

the h a l l . The two gent l emen are having di f fi c u l t y  

hea ring . The l onger thi s t a ke s  - - we ' re on the 

t h i rd repeat o f  thi s . The l onger thi s t a ke s , more 

bi l l s  are dying . Rep r e s ent at ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  SRINIVASAN ( 3 1 S T ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  f o r  the third t ime 

and maybe thi s i s  the charm . Through you Madam 

Spea ke r , when the h i s tory and phys i c a l  exam f o r  the 

ve ry f i r s t  t ime that the young l ady goes t o  her 

doctor and the doct o r  con f i rms ye s ,  you are 

pregnant , s har e s  the good news with he r and a l s o  the 

phys i ca l  exam con f i rms that s he is probab l y  about 3 

month s  pregnant , and thi s young l ady ha s no 

ins urance at a l l ,  if this l egi s l a t i on were to move 

f o rward , woul d  s he be ab l e  to qua l i fy for thi s 

i n s urance ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repr e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P . S CANLON ( 9 8 T H ) : 
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2 3 1  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Ye s . Ba s ed on the c e rt i f i cat i on o f  the 

do ct o r , the answer is ye s .  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  SRINIVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  but the do ctor 

c e rt i f i e s  that s he ' s 3 months pregnant . Through you 

Madam S p e a ke r ,  would s he s t i l l  be abl e  t o  qua l i fy 

f o r  the insurance cove rage ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I woul d  argue that 

that c e rt i f i cat ion requ i r ement woul d  a l l ow that 

doctor t o  do that even if s he was  3 months  pregnant . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  SRINIVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I have no int e nt i on 

006221 



aa 

HOUS E  O F  RE PRE SENTAT IVE S  

2 3 2  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

o f  arguing at a l l . My que s t i on i s  more o f  

c l a r i f i ca t i on becau s e  thi s part o f  the p i e ce i s  very 

di f f i cu l t  when we s ay that it  i s  1 month of 

commencement , wh i ch i s  in  fact the l anguage , but 

then the pregnancy i s  only di s cus s ed with the 

pat ient a ft e r  3 months , s o  that ' s why I want t o  ma ke 

s ure as to whether it  is 1 month o r  is it any t ime 

that the pregnancy i s  be ing confirmed by a 

hea l thcare provide r ,  s o  that i s  the part that I 

want e d  t o  be c l a ri f i ed . Through you Madam Spea ke r , 

s e e ing that that area i s  s t i l l  t o  me not c l e a r  - -

obviou s l y ,  I wi l l  b e  l i s t ening t o  the debate t o  s e e  

whe re thi s move s on a s  f a r  a s  thi s conve r s at i on i s  

conce rned . Through you Madam Spe a ke r , i f  thi s l ady 

h a s  a h i s t o ry of having di f f i cult pregnanci e s  - -

ve ry di f f i cult pregnanci e s  obvious l y  i n  t h e  p a s t , 

and now i f  'she  were - - i f  thi s l e gi s l a t i on were t o  

move forward , becau s e  s he i s  app lying when s h e  i s  

pre gnant , again , but with a t ra c k  record ,  

unfo rtunat e l y ,  o f  bad pregnancie s in  the p a s t , would 

it  be up t o  the insurance company t o  de c i de t o  o f fe r  

h e r  t h e  in surance and would t h e  insurance company 
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de c i de what t h e  premiums woul d  be ? 

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

2 3 3  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  i f  the gent l eman 

could rephra s e  h i s  que s t i on ,  I would app r e c i a t e  it . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S riniva s an ,  would you be s o  

kind ? 

RE P .  SRINIVASAN ( 3 1 S T ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , i f  the young l ady 

who ' s p re gnant h a s  a t r a c k  r e co rd -- ha s a h i s t o r y  

o f  having ve ry di f fi cult , very comp l i cated 

pregnanc i e s  be it diabet e s , be it  b lood p r e s s ure , be 

i t  t oxemi a , and the l i s t  can go on and on , and 

that ' s her hi s t o r y  in the p a s t  maybe one pregnancy 

o r  mul t ip l e  pregnanci e s , and now , s he is pregnant 

l et ' s say for the fourth t ime , ha s no i n s urance ; but 

if thi s l e gi s l a t i on were to  move f o rward and we 

r e quire -- we mandat e ins urance company to provide 

her ins urance , wi l l  it  be up t o  the insurance 
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company t o  de cide i f  they want t o  provide her given 

the fact that s he ha s di f f i cult pregnancy hi s t o ry 

and a l s o  de cide what the premiums should be ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

No , they would not . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  SRINIVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , it ' s now my turn not 

to unde r s t and what the good cha i rman s a i d . I f  he 

coul d  repeat what he j us t  s a i d  and maybe expand 

becau s e  I cou ldn ' t comprehend his answe r ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon , would you care t o  

expand o n  your answe r ?  

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Sure , Madam Spe a ke r . I don ' t be l i eve that the 
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2 3 5  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8 

examp l e  that the rep r e s ent at ive i s  giving i s  

app l i cabl e  t o  t h i s  l e g i s lat ion and i s  c e r t a i n l y  not 

de fined in  thi s l e gi s lat i on . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  SRINIVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , it  i s  not defined . 

I de fini t e l y  get that , and that ' s why I want t o  ma ke 

s ure  we c l a r i fy as to what i s  it that we a r e  

requi ring o f  t h e  insurance company in  t e rms o f  

providing cove rage t o  thi s l ady i f  s he were t o  have 

a h i s t o ry of di f f i cult pregnancie s in . the pa s t  and 

has not had insurance for her pregnancy , so through 

you Madam Spe a ker , t h i s  l e gi s l at i on doe s  not s pe a k  

t o  that at a l l ?  I s  that what I unde r s t and? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

That i s  correct , Madam Speake r . My 

unde r s t anding of the ent ire intent of thi s b i l l  i s  
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s impl y  j u s t  t o  give them the abi l i t y  t o  go and 

purch a s e  an individual health ins urance po l i cy . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PBAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , doe s  the good 

chai rman know if there are ins urance compani e s  in 

Conne ct i cut that are o f fe r ing s uch po l i ci e s ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  i f  the good 

rep r e s entat ive is  a s king whether there a r e  insurance 

compan i e s  who o f fer individual po l i c i e s  for s a l e  on 

the individua l ma r ketplace , then the answer i s , ye s . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S riniva s an . 

RE P . S R I N IVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

T hrough you Madam Sp e a ke r , i ndiv i dua l p o l i c i e s , 

006226 



aa 

HOU S E  O F  RE PRE S ENTAT IVE S  

2 3 7  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8 

ye s ,  I ' m  we l l  aware o f  that , but through you Madam 

Spea ke r ,  po l i c i e s  cove ring pregnancy a l one . Through 

you Madam Spe a ke r ,  do such po l i ci e s  exi s t  in  our 

s tate ? 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  unde r the e s s ent i a l  

hea lth bene f i t s  o f  t h e  Af fo rdabl e  C a r e  Act , women 

who are i n s ured in  individual po l i ci e s  are ent i t l ed 

t o  be cove red with pregnancy whe r e  pregnancy i s  a 

cove red provi s i on , a part o f  the po l i cy that they 

purcha s e . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S riniva s an . 

RE P .  SRINIVASAN ( 3 1 ST ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ker . Thi s p i e c e  o f  

l e g i s l a t i on i s  import ant . W e  - - w e  ab s o l ut e l y  need 

t o  have our pregnant women cove red by i�s urance . N o  

que st ion about t h a t  a t  a l l . I don ' t think there can 

be much of a debate whether a woman s hould be 
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cove red during he r pregnancy o r  not . The que s t i on 

here madam i s  a )  in t e rms o f  a f fordab i l i t y ,  what i s  

i t  the product that the y ' re going t o  b e  abl e  t o  give 

that is a f fordab l e , a ) , and b)  the s e  var i o u s  nuan c e s  

t h a t  I j us t  t a l ked about are important t h i n g s  for u s  

t o  t h i n k  about a s  thi s l e gi s l at ion move s forward . 

I wi l l  de fini t e l y  be l i s t ening t o  the debate 

and having pregnant women cove rage , as  

Repre s entat ive T e rcya k s o  e l oquent l y  s a i d ,  is  very 

imp o rt ant becau s e  he unde r s t ands it  a s  much a s  I do 

wearing our medi c a l  hat s , how crit i ca l  it  is for our 

women -- our pregnant women to  have cove rage cau s e  

it  n o t  only prot e ct s  them, it prot e ct s  t h e  unb o rn 

chi l d ,  and o f  cour s e , indi rect l y ,  it  prot e ct s u s  a s  

a s o c i e t y  a s  such . Otherwi s e ,  we a l l  wi l l  be paying 

f o r  it  one way o r  anothe r , but I j u s t  want t o  ma ke 

s ure that as we are reque s t ing ins urance compani e s  

t o  p rovide I ' m  s t i l l  not c l e a r  a s  t o  what i s  it  that 

we ' re a s king them t o  provide given the fact that 

there could be so many di f ferent s cena r i o s  that thi s 

l e gi s l at i on doe s  not addre s s . Thank you , Madam 

S p e a ke r . 
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Thank you , s i r . Rep r e s entat ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU P H I NAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . A few que s t i o n s  for 

the proponent o f  the b i l l . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

P l e a s e  p roceed . 

RE P .  DAU P H I NAI S ( 4 4 T H ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  i s  thi s a mandat e  on 

all of our p r ivat e  insurance compani e s  in  the s t ate  

o f  Conne c t i cut ? 

Through you Mr . Spe a ke r  - - Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  it i s  a requi rement 

that they would d f fer an enro l l ing p e r i od for s uch a 

p e r s on . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P . DAU P H I NA I S ( 4 4 T H ) : 
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S o , I would s a y  that that ' s a mandat e ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

I f  that ' s how the good c o l l eague would de f ine 

it , then s ure . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU PHINAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  what would be the 

addi t i onal cost t o  all o f  the individua l s  that l ive 

in  the s t a t e  of Connect i cut that current l y  have 

ins urance ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  that i s  not de f ined 

i n  thi s b i l l , though I would j us t  r e s t at e  what I ' ve 

s a i d  a coup l e  o f  di f fe rent t ime s during thi s debate ,  

whi ch i s  that the maximum that when eve ryone h a s  
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i n s urance the co s t s  are l ower for  eve rybody . When 

the r i s k is spread out -- I think even 

Rep r e s entat ive S amp s on and I can probab l y  agree on 

that -- it ' s cheap e r  for  eve rybody , so t h e r e f o re , i f  

w e  are  adding mo re peop l e  under thi s b i l l  who a r e  

current l y  uni n s ured t o  t h e  hea lthcare i n s urance 

rule s ,  I would a rgue that thi s actua l ly may s ave 

mon e y  i n s t e ad of c o s t ing us mo re mone y . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU P H I NAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Thank you . Through you Madam Spe a ke r , a s  I ' m  

re ading here  on the Connect i cut - - the s t a t e  o f  

Conne ct i cut I n surance Department ' s  rep o rt it  reads 

that the range that would be repre s ent ed woul d  be a 

s i gni fi cant incre a s e  t o  health ins urance premiums t o  

a s  much a s  $ 5 0  do l l a r s  p e r  insurance po l i cy . 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , wa s the p roponent o f  the 

b i l l  awar e  o f  that ? 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I ' m  aware o f  what 

the t e s t imony wa s ,  but I di s agree with it . 

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAUPH I NAI S ( 4 4 T H ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , what i s  the goal  o f  

thi s b i l l ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I ' m  not the author 

o f  thi s l e gi s l at i on . That would be S enator Kevin 

Ke l l y ,  but I would venture t o  say that my 

under s t anding of the goal here i s  to ma ke s ure that 

if the re is a woman out there in  our s ta t e  r ight now 

who ha s de cided o r  di s covered that s he is pregnant 

and she would l i ke to  carry the l i fe of that bay out 

that she wi l l  be abl e  t o  go out and purcha s e  an 

i n s urance p o l icy t o  ma ke s ure that both s h e  and the 
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baby woul d  be heal thy throughout the durat i on o f  

that pregnancy . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU PHINAI S ( 4 4 T H ) : 

Through you Madam Spea ke r ,  i f  s omeone app l i e s  

f o r  thi s ins urance cove rage 3 1  days a f t e r  the 

commencement as de s cribed in  the bi l l ,  wou l d  they 

then be abl e  t o  buy the insurance ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  it  would depend on 

the dat e o f  the c e rt i f i cat ion o f  the doctor . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAUPH I NAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , s o  the re woul d  be a 

t ime l im i t  i n  wh i ch an individua l c o u l d  purcha s e  
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Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  there i s  a t ime 

l imit , ye s ,  but it ' s a l l  ba s ed and it a l l  hinge s on 

the t ime of the cert i f i ca t i on through the do ctor . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU P H I NAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ker , s o  i f  an individual 

didn ' t come within that t ime frame , they then 

wouldn ' t be e l i gible t o  purcha s e  ins urance ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I have been i n f o rmed 

during howeve r l ong we ' ve been having t h i s  

conve r s a t i on t h a t  t h e r e  are s ome who b e l i eve t h a t  it  
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woul d  not mat t e r  how l ong that per s on had b e en 

pregnant , onl y what mat t e r s  o r  in  thi s l egi s l at i on 

b a s e d  on that int erpret a t i on woul d  be when that 

pe r s on went t o  the doct o r  and when that doct o r  

c e rt i f i e d  from that moment on t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  then 

have the 30  days . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU PHINAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  s o  i f  they came out 

of the range of the pa ramet e r ,  whi cheve r the 

proponent de cide s it  i s , they would not be e l igible  

t o  purcha s e  that  insurance ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Correct . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dauphina i s . 
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S o , the goal - - through you Madam Spea ke r , s o  

t h e  g o a l  o f  t h i s  ins urance wouldn ' t r e a l l y  h e l p  

everyone unle s s  y o u  fe l l  w i t h i n  tho s e  parame t e r s  o f  

the qua l i f i e d  t ime ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P . S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I b e l i eve the int e nt 

o f  thi s b i l l  was  not t o  give s omebody the abi l it y  t o  

purcha s e  insurance when the y ' re  7 o r  8 month s  

pre gnant , r i ght about t o  have t h e  chi l d . The g o a l  

i s  t o  a l l ow them the abi l ity t o  d o  t h a t  e a r l y  on  in  

the pregnancy in  orde r  to  be the he a l t hi e s t  po s s ib l y  

that they can b e  both p e r s on a l l y  and f o r  t h e  b aby 

and that ' s why that l imit i s  in  p l ace . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU PHINAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , s o  it would not be 
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he lpful for s ome one that would come f o rward at a 

l a t e r  p e r i od in  the i r  - - in the i r  pregnancy and were 

di s qua l i f i e d  for tho s e  rea s on s ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I b e l i eve that would 

depend on what point that p e r s on f i r s t  went t o  the i r  

do ct o r  t o  di s cu s s  the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  the i r  

pregnancy . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU PH I NAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , s o  t o  the p roponent 

o f  the b i l l , would you agree that it ' s ve ry po s s ib l e  

that many individua l s  may n o t  qua l i fy t o  buy thi s 

insurance due t o  the re s t ri c t i o n s  o f  the t ime 

r e s t raint s ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 T H ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I would re spect ful l y  

n o t  s a y  many but I woul d  concede t h a t  s ome m a y  b e  

n o t  ab l e  t o  ut i l i z e  thi s b i l l . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P . DAU PHINAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , could the 

proponent o f  the b i l l  p l e a s e  de s cribe the de finit i on 

o f  ins urance ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spea ke r , I do not have the 

C onne ct i cut ' s  gene ral s t atut e s  de finit i on o f  

ins urance a t  thi s - - a t  my di spo s a l  a t  thi s t ime . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dauphina i s . 
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Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . I did l o o k  it  up , 

and what I found wa s the meaning o f  in s urance i s  a 

thing providing prot e ct i on aga i n s t  a p o s s ib l e  

eventua l i t y ,  s o  through you Mr . Madam Spe a ke r , 

woul d  the proponent o f  the b i l l  agree that thi s 

event had a l r e ady t a ken p l a ce and that thi s wou l d  

t hen change the de fini t i on o f  in surance ? 

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I ' m  wonde ring i f  the 

good repre s entat ive would c l a r i fy is that the 

Conne ct i cut Gener a l  As s emb ly ' s  s tatut ory de finit ion 

o f  ins urance ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dauphinai s ,  coul d  you p l e a s e  

c l a ri fy where that de fini t i on come s from .  

RE P .  DAU PH I NAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , the di c t i onary . 
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Through you Madam Spe a ker , I woul d  not agree 

that that would be the accept ab l e  de finit i on that we 

in  thi s bui l ding use t o  de fine insurance , so  I 

b e l i eve the answer t o  the rep r e s entat ive ' s  que s t ion 

woul d  be no . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU P H I NAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , s o  the proponent o f  

t h e  b i l l  i s n ' t s ure what the de fini t i on o f  i n s urance 

is and we ' re now t rying t o  i n s e rt a change in  the 

p o l i c y  in  how it ' s done ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I have a p e r s onal  

de fini t i on of  what I cons i de r  to  be ins urance . I ' m  

s ure eve rybody in t h i s Chamb e r  h a s  the i r  own way o f  
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de fining it , but I b e l i eve that the mo s t  common l y  

a c cepted de finit i on o f  ins urance even though it  may 

not be the de finit i on we u s e  in s t atut e s , woul d  be a 

p roduct that i s  s o l d  that a pe r s on pays f o r  t o  u s e  

f o r  prot e ct i on f o r  f i re s , hea lth , t o rnadoe s ,  

anything that you ' d l i ke to  de fine it  a s  and - - but 

I do not have the exact de finit ion of what we de f ine 

i n surance as  in  our gene ral  s t atute s .  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU PH INAI S  ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . S o , the prop onent o f  

t h e  b i l l  de s cr ibe s s ome things that I ' m  fami l ia r  

w i t h  s uch a s  f i re s , I would s ay things that w e  don ' t 

exp e ct t o  happen j u s t  a s  the de fini t i on s ays  a 

po s s ib i l it y  o f  eventua l i t y  l i ke cance r ,  i l lne s s , 

f l o ods , death , f i re , car  accident s ,  tho s e  s o r t s  o f  

thing s . W e  purcha s e  ins urance t o  prot e ct our s e lve s 

from tho s e  unexp e cted things that may occur . 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , would thi s a l s o  - - wou l d  

thi s b i l l  a l s o  g ive s omeone acce s s  t o  abort ion 
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cove rage ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

2 5 2 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , that i s  not de f ined 

in  thi s l e gi s l a t i on . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAUPH I NAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , s o  a s  I unde r s t and 

it , both s t a t e  emp l oyee s  and the Af fordabl e  Care Act 

do not have thi s provi s i on , but we wi l l  be a s king 

the p r ivat e  ins urance compan i e s  in thi s s t ate  t o  

cove r thi s ?  I s  thi s correct ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , that i s  b e c a u s e  

emp loye e s  w h o  are wor king fo r t h e  s t a t e  o r  for  

mun i c ipa l i t i e s  a �e a l r e ady insured and the re f o r e , 
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would not have t o  worry about be ing unin s ured dur ing 

the cour s e  of a pregnancy . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Dauphina i s . 

RE P .  DAU PH I NAI S ( 4 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . Jus t  a final - - a 

coup l e  final comment s .  I t  s e ems t o  me that a s  

though a t  every turn we ' re ma king Connect i cut mo re 

and more una f fordab l e  for its  cit i z en s , and for a 

myr iad o f  r e a s ons , we p i c k  and cho o s e  di f fe rent 

things that are going t o  c o s t  our -- our t axpaye r s  

more and more money . I n  thi s cas e ,  it  would be 

tho s e  that have a l ready cho s en t o  be re spon s ib l e  

insurance purcha s e r s , and t h e y  wi l l  have a n  

incre a s ed premium . I wi l l  cont inue t o  l i s t e n  t o  the 

- - the t e s t imony here , but I do have great concerns 

about what t h i s  wi l l  - - what the cost w i l l  put onto 

the individua l s  in  the s t at e  of Conne c t i cut . Thank 

you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Than k you , madam . Wi l l  you r ema r k  furthe r ?  
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Rep r e s entat ive Be l s i to . 

RE P .  BEL S I T O  ( 5 3 RD ) : 

2 5 4  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . I have a coup l e  o f  

ba s i c que s t i ons  f o r  the p roponent o f  t h e  bi l l . 

Through you . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

You may proceed . 

RE P .  BEL S I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , t o  the p r oponent , 

during the writ ing o f  thi s bi l l ,  did you Mr . 

P roponent o r  the w r i t e r  o f  the b i l l  confer with any 

i n surance compani e s ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r , in the cour s e  o f  

the 2 yea r s  that I have been the cha i r  o f  thi s 

commit t e e  and my repub l i can c o - cha i r , S enat o r  Kevin 

Ke l l y  ha s pur s ued thi s l e g i s l a t i on , we have ye s 

int e racted with many di f f e rent ins urance c a r r ie r s  

about thi s b i l l . 
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Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Be l s ito . 

RE P .  BEL S I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

2 5 5  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Thank you , Madam Cha i r . And ,  through you Madam 

Cha i r  to the proponent of the b i l l , h a s  the 

ins urance compani e s  come up with any co s t s  regarding 

thi s b i l l ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I don ' t have that 

informat i on in front of me if they have . 

Through you . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Be l s it o . 

RE P .  BELS I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

Maybe I can c l a r i fy that a l i t t l e  b i t , Madam 

Spea ke r . Wa s a c o s t  prepared by the i n s urance 

compani e s  for the -- the individua l s  who would be 

purcha s ing thi s insurance ? 
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Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

2 5 6  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I ' m  wonde r ing i f  the 

rep r e s entat ive could rephr a s e  his que s t i o n ?  I t h i n k  

I unde r s t and b u t  I want t o  ma ke sure . 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive Be l s it o , can you p l e a s e  rephra s e  

your que s t i o n ?  

RE P .  BEL S I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . During the writ ing 

of the b i l l  and the int e rviews with the ins urance 

compani e s , wa s a cost det e rmined by the i n surance 

company a s  t o  what it would be for the s e  individua l s  

who are going t o  b e  purcha s ing thi s i n s urance 

po l i cy ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon , doe s that help you out , 

s i r ?  
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2 5 7 
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A spe c i f i c  c o s t  for the s e  po l i c i e s  t o  purcha s e , 

no , there was  not . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you . Rep r e s ent at ive Be l s it o . 

RE P .  BELS I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  wa s there a 

gue s s t imat e  o f  what the c o s t  would be through thi s 

ins urance company? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , there was  no 

gue s s t imat e  to my knowledge . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Be l s it o . 

RE P .  BEL S I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

I f  - - i f  an individual get s ma rried and f inds 

out that s he is pregnant and it ' s the s e cond month 

of the pregnancy , wi l l  this insurance cove rage cove r 
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her  pregnancy? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

2 5 8  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  that would again be 

det e rmined based on the t ime that that pe r s on went 

to the i r  do ct o r  and were c e rt i f i e d  by that do ct o r . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Be l s ito . 

RE P .  BEL S I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . And , through you 

Madam Spea ke r , was it  eve r det e rmined how many 

individua l s  would become pregnant dur i ng any given 

year -- the number -- the quant i t y  of individua l s  

who woul d  need insurance ? 

Through you , Madam Spea ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P . S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

T hrough you Madam Spe a ke r , it ' s a good 
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que s t ion . I don ' t know the exact answer but i f  we 

were to j u s t  speculate ,  there ' s about 6 percent o f  

o u r  popu l a t i on in  the s t ate o f  Connect i cut that i s  

current l y  uni n s ured .  Let ' s a s s ume that ' s 5 0 / 5 0  

becau s e  that ' s u s ua l l y  the brea kdown we have in 

t e rms of gende r . That woul d  me an that 3 pe rcent o f  

women i n  the s t at e  o f  Connect i cut would b e  e l i g ib l e  

t o  t h e  s t ate o f  3 mi l l i on peop l e . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Be l s ito . 

RE P .  BELS I T O  ( 5 3 RD ) : 

Madam Spe a ke r ,  could he repeat the number that 

would be -- would be t emporari l y  o r  woul d  be 

ab s o l ut e l y  avai l ab l e  t o  t a ke this insurance ? 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canl on , could you repeat your 

answe r , p l e a s e ?  

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Sure l y ,  Madam Spe a ke r . S o ,  agai n , j us t  b a c k  o f  

t h e  enve l ope math here . I don ' t have any spe c i f i c  

hard numb e r s  in front o f  me . I f  there are 6 p e r ce nt 
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o f  p e op l e  who are uninsured in the s t a t e  and we 

p r e s ume that 5 0  pe rcent of them are women , that ' s 3 

p e r cent . Obvi ou s l y ,  not a l l  o f  them wou ld be in  the 

age in  whi ch a woman can have a chi l d ,  so that woul d  

re a l l y  b e  l e s s  than that , s o  we ' re r ea l l y  not 

t a l king about that many peop l e  here that would be 

e l i g ib l e  for  the s e  p o l i c i e s . 

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , repre s ent at ive . Rep r e s entat ive 

Be l s it o . 

RE P .  BELS I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r ,  s o  that would b e  

about 9 0 , 0 0 0  individua l s  that woul d  become p r e gnant 

dur ing the yea r ,  and through you Madam S p e a ke r ,  

would the - - did the insurance compani e s  l o o k  at 

the s e  numb e r s  t o  det e rmine a cost and what it  woul d  

be fe a s ib l e  t o  write thi s p o l i cy ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 T H ) : 
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Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I j us t  want t o  

c l a r i fy that n o t  eve ry o n e  o f  tho s e  9 0 , 0 0 0  women 

woul d  be gett ing pregnant every year . I t  would j u s t  

be that there would b e  a certain amount - - with a l l  

due respect - - would b e  e l i gible t e chn i ca l l y  t o  get 

\ 

thi s , but not a l l  o f  them would be pregnant eve ry 

year . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Be l s ito . 

RE P .  BEL�I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

Thank you , Madam - - Madam Spe a ke r . And , 

through you t o  the proponent o f  the bi l l ,  what wa s 

the cau s e  o f  writ ing t h i s  po l i cy i f  we don ' t know 

how many individua l s  would be in need of thi s ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  again , I can ' t s pe a k  

f o r  S enator Ke l l y ' s init i a l  mot ivat ions  f o r  doing 

t h i s . Al l I can s a y  i s  that my i nt e rp r et a t i on o f  

006251 



aa 

HOU S E  OF  RE PRE S ENTAT IVES 

2 6 2 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

thi s i s  becau s e  there i s  a need out there from women 

who are unins ured but are current l y  pregnant , and 

there is the de s i re among tho s e  who are l o o king at 

thi s from a pub l i c  health p e r sp e c t ive that s a y  that 

tho s e  indivi dual s  if we are t o  encourage them to 

keep that chi l d  and bear that pregnancy out that we 

s hould want them t o  be ab l e  to  be as hea l thy a s  

po s s ib l e  and t o  b e  a s  h e a l thy a s  po s s ib l e  in  the 

mo s t  a f f o rdab l e  way po s s ib l e , you do need t o  have 

insurance and that I be l i eve was the init i a l  

mot ivat i on f o r  thi s b i l l . 

Through you , Madam Spea ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Be l s it o . 

RE P .  BEL S I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

Madam Spe a ke r ,  I have j us t  a quot a t i on I woul d  

l i ke t o  r e a d  i f  that wa s o kay w i t h  you ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

You may proceed . 

RE P .  BELS I T O  ( 5 3 RD ) : 

The Department - - t h i s  i s  from the I ns urance 
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" The 

Department b e l i eve s that i t  is import ant for women 

t o  have acce s s  t o  prenat a l  care but b e l i eve s that 

the be s t  way t o  ensure that acce s s  is  t o  encourage 

people to ma int a in cont inuous health ins urance 

cove rage . Qua l i fying event s are tho s e  s p e c i a l  

c i r cums t ance s t h a t  a l l ow a n  individua l t o  buy 

ins urance a f t e r  the open enro l lment deadl ine . 

I n s urance i s  predicated on the pract i ce o f  spreading 

the cost over all enro l l e e s  in  a ri s k  pool for the 

premium p e r i od . The Department opp o s e s  t h i s  b i l l  

becau s e  expanding the qua l i fying event s t o  include 

pregnancy h a s  the potent i a l  to encourage peop l e  t o  

buy insurance o n l y  when it  i s  needed ; thu s , driving 

up the cost for everyone and incre a s ing the premiums 

to cove r the added c o s t . "  

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I j us t  have one more 

thing I would l i ke t o  s a y . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Go ahead , s i r . 

RE P .  BELS I TO ( 5 3 RD ) : 

I n s urance compan i e s are here t o  ma ke a p r o f i t , 
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and i f  we cont inue with thi s part icular bi l l ,  thi s 

i s  a b i g  p r o f i t  ma ker and I doubt ve ry much i f  

s ingl e  - - s ingle individua l s  who are i n  need o f  thi s 

t yp e  o f  ins urance would be ab l e  t o  a f f o rd i t . Thank 

you ve ry much and thank you t o  the proponent o f  the 

b i l l . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , s i r . Repre s ent at ive Kl aride s -

D i t r i a . 

RE P .  KLAR I DE S - D I TRIA ( 1 0 5 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . A coup l e  que s t ions  

t o  the proponent o f  the bill  and s ome c l a r i f i ca t i on . 

Through you . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

P l e a s e  proceed . 

RE P .  KLAR I DE S - D I TRIA ( 1 0 5 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . Through you , the 

insurance compan i e s thi s i s  j us t  mandat ing 

insurance compan i e s  t o  o f fer insurance . I s  that 

correct ? 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 
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RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

That i s  correct . 

RE P .  KLARI DE S - D I TRIA ( 1 0 5 TH ) : 

And ,  - -

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive Kl aride s - Di t r i a . 

RE P .  KLARI DE S - DI TRIA ( 1 0 5 TH ) : 

2 6 5 

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Than k you . Through you Madam Spe a ke r , s a i d  

i n s urance compan i e s  would o f fer - - could o f fe r  one , 

two , o r  three p l ans  t o  a woman coming l o o king f o r  

p r e gnancy insurance ? 

Through you , madam . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

That i s  my unde r s t anding . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep re s entat ive Kl aride s - Di t r i a . 

RE P .  KLAR I DE S - D I TRIA ( 1 0 5 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , it woul d b e  up t o  

the i n s u r ance c omp any t o  ma ke tho s e  co s t s  dep ending 
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on what they decide ? They can have a t i e r  1 ,  t i e r  

2 ,  t i e r  3 pregnancy cove rage , and you could g o  in  

and cho o s e  whi ch one you want t o  buy? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

That woul d  not be my unde r s t anding o f  how it  

wo r ks . The insurance compan i e s  have t o  go t o  the 

ins urance commi s s i oner every spring and f i l e  the i r  

rat e s  f o r  individual p l an s , and s o - a l l  p l an s  in  the 

s t ate  o f  Connect i cut have t o  cove r certain thing s , 

p r e gnancy be ing one o f  them . There aren ' t di f f e re nt 

t i e r s  o f  that but there are di f f er ent t ie r s  o f  kinds 

of insurance in  t e rms of whether you have a 

deduct ib l e  o r  whether you have a h i gher premium ,  but 

they wou l dn ' t be ab l e  to spe c i f i c  speci f i ca l l y  about 

a pregnancy i s s ue . 

Through
.
you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive Klaride s - Di t r i a . 

RE P . KLAR I DE S - D I T RIA ( 1 0 5 T H ) : 
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Through you Madam Spea ke r ,  and t o  the proponent 

o f  the b i l l , a s  far a s  deduct ible , would they o f fer 

a deduct ibl e  p l an and a nondeduct ible plan?  

Through you , Madam Spea ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . I t ' s hard f o r  me 

t o  s a y . I mean ins urance compan i e s o ff e r  - - we have 

many of them here . We ' re the ins urance cap i t a l  o f  

the world s o  there ' s a l o t  o f  di f fe rent opt i on s , and 

I ' m  s ure that s omebody who would be given the 

ab i l i t y  t o  have an enro l lment period woul d  do the i r  

due di l i gence t o  p i c k  whateve r p l an they w o r ked be s t  

for them and the i r  financi a l  s ituat ion . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive Kl aride s - Di t r i a . 

RE P .  KLARI DE S - DI TRIA ( 1 0 5 TH ) : 

And , through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  f o r  po int o f  

c l a r i f i ca t i on , I know a l o t  o f  my - - a l o t  o f  the 

other l e g i s l at o r s  who are a s king about the 3 0 - day 
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cove rage , s o  whether you go t o  your do ct o r  on day 1 ,  

month 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  o r  6 ,  from the day that you are 

c e rt i f i e d  pregnant by your OB / GYN , that is  your 3 0  

day window ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

That i s  what I ' ve come t o  be l i eve during the 2 

hours that I ' ve been up here . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive Kl aride s - Di t r i a . 

RE P .  KLARI DE S - DI TRIA ( 1 0 5 TH ) : 

That i s  a l l . Thank you to  the proponent o f  the 

b i l l . Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you . Rep r e s entat ive L i nehan . 

RE P .  L INEHAN ( 1 0 3 RD ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . I r i s e  in s t rong 

s upport of thi s b i l l , but I I do have a few 

c omment s t o  ma ke and I wi l l  a l s o  have s ome qu e s t i on s  
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for the proponent o f  the l e gi s l at i on . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

P l e a s e  proceed . 

RE P .  L INEHAN ( 1 0 3 RD ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . Fir s t , I want t o  

t a ke a moment t o  exp l a i n . There have been a l o t  o f  

que s t ions  i n  the Chamber , Madam Spe a ke r , about the 

3 0 -da y  window , s o  I would - - I would l i ke t o  po int 

out becau s e  we ' ve had a lot  of ma l e  l e g i s l a t o r s  

s t and u p  who may n o t  unde r s t and exact l y  h o w  t h e  

woman ' s  body works , s o  I want ed t o  t a ke a minut e t o  

p o i nt s ome things out . S o , the r e a s on why the 3 0 -

day window i s  actua l l y  import ant i s  becau s e  there ' s 

s omething known a s  a l a s t  men s t rual  p e r i od , and it  

is  s omething that do ctor ' s  u s e  t o  det e rmine when 

s omeone is pre gnant , so in  orde r  for u s  -- for women 

t o  know that the y ' re pregnant , we have t o  count 

b a c kwards from the t ime that we know we ' re pregnant 

to f i gure out the date of our t o  our l a s t  

men s t rual  period . That ' s how we f ind out how far 

a l ong we are , a s  we l l  a s  fetus s i z e and so on and so 

forth . S o , l et ' s j us t  use s ome - - s ome dat e s .  I f  
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my actual dat e  o f  concept ion would be July 1 ,  I 

would not know or rather my l a s t  men s t rual p e r i od 

wa s Jul y  1 .  I wouldn ' t be exp e ct ing a p e r i od unt i l  

Jul y  2 8 . From that t ime , I would mo s t  l i ke l y  give 

it  a 2 -we e k  window , which would t a ke me t o  Augus t  

1 2 , and that ' s when maybe I would l o o k  t o  s e e  i f  I 

wa s p re gnant , and that i s  why it  i s  ve ry imp o rt ant 

that when we t a l k  about the 3 0 -day window . 

That 3 0 -day window i s  s imp ly about the dat e  o f  

a p o s i t ive pregnancy t e s t . I t  cannot be about the 

dat e  of concept ion and it  cannot be about the dat e  

o f  t h e  LMP o r  t h e  l a s t  men s t rual p e r i od , s o  I hope 

that that c l a r i f i e s  s ome things that in  fact the 

dat e  -- the 3 0 -day window is that of o f  - - from a 

po s it ive pregnancy t e s t . I a l s o  want t o  p o i nt out 

that here in the United S t at e s  we are one of j us t  1 3  

count r i e s  that have found our mat e rnal mort a l it y  

rat e s t o  be ri s ing , and that i s  due i n  part t o  

having uninsured mothe r s . I t  i s  s o  important that 

the s e  mothe r s  get the insurance that they need,  and 

with that , I do have a que s t ion for the proponent o f  

t h e  b i l l . 
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Rep r e s entat ive S canlon , p l e a s e  prepare 

your s e l f . You may proceed , Rep r e s ent at ive L i nehan . 

RE P .  L INEHAN ( 1 0 3 RD ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spea ke r . And ,  through you t o  

t h e  proponent , my que s t i on i s  a s  you ' ve been a s ked a 

few t ime s i f  you be l i eve that thi s l e g i s l a t i on would 

co s t  money o r  s ave money ,  and I j u s t  want t o  con f i rm 

with you that you had s a id that you be l i eve that 

u l t imate ly thi s l e gi s l at i on would s ave money i n  the 

l ong run . I s  that correct ? 

Through you , Madam Spea ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I be l i eve it  would 

s ave con s umer s  money in the l ong run . I t h i n k  i t  

woul d  ma ke money for i n s urance compan i e s  b e c a u s e  

thi s w o u l d  be anothe r p e r s on t h a t  w o u l d  be paying 

month l y  premiums t o  them, and I think ove ra l l  and 

r e gardl e s s of money when it come s to hea lthcare , I 

t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a good pub l i c  p o l i c y . 

006261 



aa 

HOUS E  OF  RE PRE S ENTAT IVE S  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive L i nehan . 

RE P .  L INEHAN ( 1 0 3 RD ) : 

2 7 2  
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Thank you . Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . I j us t  

want ed t o  p o i nt out that I did s ome r e s e a r ch 

regarding s ome o f  the co s t s  o f  hea lthcare i f  a 

mother doe sn ' t have the acce s s  t o  good mat e rnal 

care . As we know , the addit i onal o f  f o l a t e  early in  

pregnancy i s  one of  the import ant things t o  ma king 

s ure that you ' re not bi rthing a chi ld with spina 

b i f ida . According t o  the CDC , the l i fe t ime c o s t  t o  

s o c i e t y  o f  a chi ld with spina bi fida i s  between 

$ 6 3 6 , 0 0 0  do l l a r s  with many ove r $ 1  mi l l i on do l l a r s . 

I f  we were t o  s imp l y  insure a mothe r for her  

pregnancy a ft e r  the 3 0 -day p e r i od , through you Madam 

Spe a ke r , do you be l i eve that it would be l e s s  

expens ive for that insurance po l i cy than it  would t o  

t reat thi s chi ld with a l i fe t ime o f  spina b i f i da ?  

Through you . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

I do . 
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Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GEN T I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  SCANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I do . 

RE P .  L INEHAN ( 1 0 3 RD ) : 

Than k you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep . Linehan . 

RE P .  L I NEHAN ( 1 0 3 RD ) : 

2 7 3  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Thank you ve ry much , Madam Spe a ke r . I j u s t  

wanted t o  p o i nt out that thi s actua l ly I a g r e e  that 

it is a cost s aving me a sure and our mat e rna l 

mort a l i t y  rate s  are ri s ing , e sp e c i a l l y  with women o f  

c o l o r . Our in fant mo rt a l i t y  rat e s  s hould b e  much 

l owe r than they are , and I think that thi s b i l l  

a l l owing mothe r s  t o  obt ain insurance f o r  the i r  

pregnancy i s  f a r  reaching we l l  beyond j us t  t h e  9 

months o f  the i r  pregnancy , s o  thank you very much , 

Madam Spea ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Thank you , madam . Rep r e s entat ive S t ane s ki . 
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I t ' s n i c e  t o  s e e  you 

up there and be fore I ma ke a few comment s ,  I j u s t  

want t o  s a y  I wi l l  mi s s  you in t h e  Hou s e , and I hope 

that you and I wi l l  be abl e  t o  have c o f f e e  s o on . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

As l ong a s  it ' s S t a rbucks  [ Laughing ] . 

RE P .  STANE SKI ( 1 1 9TH ) : 

There ' s a new one opening in  Mi l fo rd . I ' ve 

been l i s t ening t o  the debate and the que s t ions  and 

it  -- it ' s int e re s t ing becau s e  it  a l l  surrounds - -

a l l  o f  it ' s about having insurance a f t e r  you f ind 

out you ' re pregnant , and I gue s s  -- I don ' t u s ua l l y  

l i ke t o  t e l l  s t o r i e s , a t  l e a s t  s t o r i e s  about my 

l i fe , but thi s one needs t e l l ing here becau s e  I am 

one o f  that 3 pe rcent , and s omet ime s you don ' t know 

you ' r e  pregnant gent l eman unt i l  3 0  days l at e r  or 6 

wee ks l a t e r  o r  when you ' re s itt ing in  a - - in a 

h o s p i t a l  room o r  in  your doct o r ' s  o f f i c e  with what 

you t h i n k  is a bad s t oma chache and he s ays , "Wa i t  a 

minut e . The cont ra cept ive you were on ne eded 3 0  

days t o  k i c k  in and you didn ' t know that , " and I wa s 
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young . I wa s ma rried , and my hu sband had insurance 

but unfortunat e l y ,  that i n s urance wa s not ava i l ab l e  

t o  m e  becau s e  t h e r e  wa s a wa it  p e r i o d . A wait 

period of 6 month s . I got mar r i ed and 2 month s  

lat e r , I wa s exp e ct ing , and s o  w e  were young . 

We were l u c ky that we actua l l y  had fami l y  that 

a ctua l l y  cou l d  h e lp us with that . We were a l s o  

independent , s o  a car that my husband had s aved up 

for - - he wa s three yea r s  my s en i o r  - - we s o l d . We 

s o l d  becau s e  we made enough money whe re we weren ' t 

that c a s e  that the h o s p i t a l  woul d  t reat and w r i t e  

o f f . We we.re that ca s e  whe re we got the b i l l , and 

so I j us t  want to say that I w i s h  I ' d had the 

opportun i t y  to have purcha s e d  insurance , and I ' m  

ve ry f o rtunate that I had fami l y  that helped u s  s o  

that I could have proper prenat a l  care becau s e  when 

I s at in that doct or ' s  o f fice  and he knew my 

financ i a l  s itua t i on and he knew that I did not have 

i n s urance , he made another o f f e r  to me and one that 

eve ry day that I get a phone ca l l  from my o lde s t  

s on ,  who i s  a wonde r ful young man , I ' m  g l ad I didn ' t 

ma ke . Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . 
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Thank you , madam . Wi l l  you remar k  furthe r ?  

Repre s entat ive France . 

RE P . FRANCE ( 4 2 N D ) : 

Than k you , Madam Spe a ke r . I have a few 

que s t i ons  for the proponent . 

Through you . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

P l e a s e  proceed , s i r . 

RE P .  FRANCE ( 4 2 ND ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ke r . Fi r s t , I want t o  

focus o n  s e ct ion 1 and t o  c l a r i fy a n  answer from the 

p roponent that the r e a s on that s e ct i on is  there i s  

becau s e  s tate  and muni c ipal emp l oyee s  are a l r e ady 

cove red by i n s urance ; there fore , they are exempted 

from needing t o  have thi s cove rage ? 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

That i s  correct . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 
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RE P .  FRANCE ( 4 2N D ) : 
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Al l r i ght , s o  now , ba s ed on that answe r ,  i s  

there a mandat e  for a l l  s t a t e  emp l oye e s  and 

mun i c ipal emp l o y e e s  to accept the coverage that i s  

o ffered b y  the s t at e  o r  mun i c ipal i t y ?  

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  no , I don ' t b e l i eve 

there ' s a mandate . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s ent at ive France . 

RE P .  FRANCE ( 4 2 N D ) : 

S o , now that begs  the que s t i on that i f  there ' s 

not a mandat e  that they ' re requi red t o  accept 

cove rage , there ' s a potent i a l  that we could have 

s t a t e  or muni cipal emp l o ye e s  that are not cove red by 

health ins urance , and would they be cove red unde r 

thi s b i l l  propo s a l ?  
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DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

2 7 8  
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They would be covered b e cau s e  on l ine 4 ,  i t  

s ays , s ha l l  be ava i l ab l e  t o  a n y  p e r s on i n s ured 

unde r , s o  that would r e qu i r e  that they woul d  have to 

be us ing the s t at e  emp l oyee or  the muni c ipal 

ins urance program . I f  the y ' re if it  happened to 

be a correct ions o f f i c e r  but they don ' t t a ke the 

s t ate  i n surance , they would be e l igible t o  do thi s 

i f  they were a fema l e . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive France . 

RE P .  FRANCE ( 4 2N D ) : 

S o , j u s t  for  c l a r it y . I f  you have a s t a t e  

employee - - fema l e  s t at e  emp l oyee who o r  

mun i c ipal emp l oyee who i s  n o t  cove red by t h e  s t a t e  

o r  mun i c ipal insurance , thi s b i l l  would cove r them 

even though it s ays there ' s an exemp t i on f o r  s t a t e  

and mun i c i p a l  p l an s  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  compt r o l l e r  o r  by 
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a p o l i cy as spon s ored by mun i c ip a l i t y . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

2 7 9  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I woul d  read thi s t o  

s a y  that there i s  a n  exempt ion i f  the y ' re i n s ured by 

tho s e  j ob s , but if they are not , I wou l d  read thi s 

t o  s a y  that they t e chn i ca l l y  coul d  be e l igible t o  

bene fit  from thi s . 

Through you , Mr . - - Madam Spea ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive France . 

RE P .  FRANCE ( 4 2 N D ) : 

Thank you for that answe r . I ' m  - - I ' m  s t i l l  

not convinced,  but I wi l l  cont inue t o  l i s t en t o  the 

debate on that i s sue . I have a concern that there 

is  a h o l e  there whe re you have pot ent i a l  for a s t ate  

emp loyee o r  muni cipa l emp loyee that is  not cove r e d , 

and I t h i n k  the a s sumpt i on in  s e ct i on one i s  that 

a l l  emp l oyee s  would t a ke the cove rage that i s  

o f fered b y  the s t at e  o r  the mun i c ipa l i t y ,  but I ' l l 
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move on . And , I want t o  focus back - - and thi s h a s  

been a s ked a number o f  t ime s - - but l o o king at l ine 

1 8  whe re it  s ays commencement of the pregnancy , and 

I ' m  int e re s te d  t o  know why it  didn ' t say the 

det e rminat ion of the do ctor a s  oppo s ed t o  the 

commencement o f  the pregnancy becau s e  the 

commencement of pregnancy is at concep t i on , and when 

you have a doct o r , they det e rmine what the 

commencement of pregnancy i s , and I think that ' s 

whe r e  a lot  o f  the que s t i on s  and the c l ar i f i ca t i on 

have come , and i s  there a rea s on that we didn ' t 

speci fy the date the doctor det e rmined the pat i ent 

wa s pregnant as oppo s ed to u s ing thi s ' phra s e  

commencement o f  pregnancy , which can b e  confu s ing . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r ,  I think the o n l y  

be s t  a n s w e r  t h a t  I c a n  give t o  t h a t  rep r e s entat ive 

is that t h i s  was a dra ft ing cho ice that wa s made by 

LCO in  comp l i cat ion with the proponent of the b i l l ,  
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and thi s i s  what they came up with . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ker . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive France . 

RE P .  FRANCE ( 4 2 ND ) : 

006271 
2 8 1  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

S o , your - - your int e rpretat ion o f  commencement 

of pregnancy as a s t and- a l one phra s e  there be ing 

tied t o  the l i ce n s ed healthcare provide r a ct ing 

within the i r  det e rmining that , that is  when the 

clock s t a rt s , but it  s e ems to me that i t s  

l e g i s lat ive int ent a s  oppo s e d  t o  actua l l y  what the 

l anguage o f  the b i l l  s ays , and my concern is  that 

when we put in commencement o f  the pregnancy that 

s ome one wi l l  int e rpret that a s  concep t i on and 3 0  

days a ft e r , i t  i s  unl i ke l y  that many pregnant 

fema l e s  wi l l  be det e rmined , s o  through you Madam 

Spe a ke r , i s  there a p l an to c l a ri fy that in  s ome 

way? 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Repre s entat ive S canlon . 

RE P .  S CANLON ( 9 8 TH ) : 

Through you Madam Spe a ke r , I - - I don ' t know i f  
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I ' m  not oppo s e d  t o  

t rying t o  wor k  o n  t h i s  i f  thi s cont inue s t o  cau s e  

confu s ion s hould thi s b i l l  p a s s t oday . I t ' s  

obvious l y  a l r e ady p a s s ed on cons ent unanimou s l y  

up s t a i r s , but i f  there i s  cont inued confu s i on about 

thi s , then p e rhap s thi s is s omething that our 

commi t t e e  wi l l  l o o k  into in sub s e quent yea r s . 

Through you , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I L E  ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive France . 

RE P .  FRANCE ( 4 2 N D ) : 

Thank you for that answe r ,  and I hope i t  would 

be c l a r i f i e d  becau s e  certainly with the number o f  

peop l e  that have a s ked that que s t ion I am conce rned 

about that phra s e  and how it  wa s wo rded . Many t ime s 

we write l aw ,  we write b i l l s ,  and we a s sume thi s i s  

what i t  means , but when the l awye r s  get invo lved and 

they p a r s e  words , when you s e e  commencement o f  

pregnanc y ,  there wi l l  b e  s ome l awye r out there that 

s ays that ' s concept i on , and my concern is that that 

3 0 -day window the do ctor wi l l  cert i fy mi ght b e  3 

month s ,  4 months , 5 months , even 8 months a ft e r  
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concept i on and that a l awye r w i l l  s a y  we l l  the 

t iming o f  your window was in  the p a s t , so there i s  

concern about that . S o , I thank the gent l eman for 

his  answe r s  and I wi l l  certainly cont inue t o  l i s t e n  

t o  t h e  debate and ma ke a de c i s ion a f t e r  that . Thank 

you ve ry much , Madam Spe a ke r . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Than k you , s i r . Wi l l  you rema r k  furthe r ?  Wi l l  

you rema r k  furthe r ?  I f  not , s t a f f  and gue s t s  p l ea s e  

come t o  t h e  we l l  o f  t h e  Hous e ,  t a ke your s e at s , the 

machine will be open . [ Ringing ] 

CLERK : 

The Hou s e  o f  Rep r e s entat ive s i s  vot ing by r o l l . 

Memb e r s  t o  the Chamber . The Hou s e  o f  

Repre s ent at ive s i s  vot ing b y  r o l l . Memb e r s  t o  the 

Chamber . 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Have a l l  members  vot e d ?  Have a l l  memb e r s  

vot e d ?  Wi l l  memb e r s  p l e a s e  che c k  the board a n d  ma ke 

s ure your vot e ' s prope r l y  ca s t ? I f  a l l  memb e r s  have 

vot e d ,  the ma chine wi l l  be l o c ked , the c l e r k  wi l l  

t a ke t h e  t o t a l . Wi l l  the c l e r k  p l e a s e  announce the 

006273 



aa 

HOUS E  O F  RE PRE S ENTAT IVE S  

tot a l ?  

CLERK : 

2 8 4  

May 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

.$_�_nat e  B i l l  2 0  6 in concurrence w i t h  the S enate 

T o t a l  number Vot ing 1 4 9  

Nece s s ary for Pa s s age 7 5  

Tho s e  vot ing Yea 1 3 9  

Tho s e  vot ing Nay 1 0  

Ab s ent not Vot ing 1 

DEPUTY S PEAKER GENT ILE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

B i l l  pa s s e s  i n  concurrence with the S enate 

( Gave l ) .  Wi l l  the c l e r k  p l e a s e  c a l l  C a l e ndar 5 4 9 ?  

CLERK : 

On page 3 8 , C a l endar 5 4 9 ,  Sub s t itute f o r  S enat e 

B i l l  N o . 4 5 3 ,  AN _ ACT CONCERN ill§_ CL�S S ROOM SAFETY AND 

D I S RUPT IVE BEHAVIOR . Favorab l e  report o f  the Jo int 

S t anding C ommi t t e e  on Educat i on . 

DE PUTY S PEAKER GENT I LE ( 1 0 4 TH ) : 

Rep r e s entat ive Fl e i s chmann . 

RE P .  FLE I S CHMANN ( 1 8 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Spe a ker . I move accept ance o f  

the Jo int Commi tt ee ' s report and pa s s age o f  the 

b i l l . 

006274 
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S enate May 2 ,  2 0 1 8  

S o  o rde r e d ,  s i r . 

S ENATOR DU FF ( 2 5 TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam P r e s ident . I f  the c l e r k  can ca l l  

C a l endar page 1 6 ,  C a l enda r 1 7 9 ,  S enate B i l l  2 0 6  a s  a 

go ? 

THE CHAI R :  

Mr . C l er k .  

CLERK : 

On page 1 6 ,  C a l endar 1 7 9 ,  S ub s t itute f o r  � e n a t e  B i l l  

N o . 2 0 6 ,  AN ACT AUTHORI Z ING PREGNANCY A S  A 

QUAL I FYING EVENT FOR S PEC IAL ENROLLMENT PERIODS FOR 

CERTAIN I N D IVI DUAL S . 

THE CHA I R : 

S enat o r  Ke l l y ,  good a f t e rno o n , s i r . 

S ENATOR KELLY ( 2 1 S T ) : 

Good a f t e rnoon , Madam P r e s ident . I move a c ceptance 

o f  the commi t t ee ' s j o int favorab l e  report and 

pa s s age o f  the b i l l . 

THE CHAI R :  

Mot ion i s  on accept ance and p a s s age . Wi l l  you 

r ema r k ,  s i r ?  

S ENATOR KELLY ( 2 1 ST ) : 
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S enate May 2 ,  2 0 1 8  

Thank you , Madam P r e s ident . The b i l l  be fore u s  wi l l  

create  a s pe c i a l  enro l lment p e r i od t o  enab l e  an 

i ndividual t o  purcha s e  hea l th insurance when they 

a r e  c e rt i f i e d  as  pregnant by a l i ce n s e d  med i c a l  

provide r . T h a t  c e rt i fi cat i on h a s  t o  o c cur within 3 0  

days o f  the c e rt i fi ca t i on o f  the pregnancy and woul d  

ava i l  the individual t o  get prena t a l  care and 

i n s urance so that we encourage and enab l e  healthy 

outcome s when the bi rth o ccur s . I be l i eve that thi s 

i s  very good and smart l e gi s l a t i on , and I urge 

pa s s age of the b i l l . 

THE CHAI R :  

Wi l l  you rema r k  furthe r ?  S enat o r  Lar s on . 

S ENATOR LARSON ( 3 RD ) : 

Thank you , Madam Pre s ident . I r i s e  in  s uppo rt o f  

the b i l l  a s  we l l . I ' ve s e en the t e n a c i t y  in  whi ch 

S enator Ke l l y  h a s  been wo r king on thi s f o r  s eve r a l  

ye ar s . I be l i eve we pa s s ed thi s l a s t  ye ar i n  t he 

S enate . I think it ' s a great l e g i s l a t i on , and I 

think it  a f fo rds women an opportun i t y  at the t ime o f  

the i r  pregnancy t o  ma ke sure that they have the 

approp r i a t e  cove rage and prot e ct i on going f o rwa rd ,  

and I think it ' s a wonde r ful opportun i t y  f o r  - - f o r  

the s tate  o f  Connect i cut t o  t a ke advant age o f  thi s 

l e g i s l a t i on . Thank you . 

THE CHAI R :  

Wa it  - - wait , S enator - - I ' m  s o rry . 

McLachlan . 

S ENATOR MCLACHLAN ( 2 4 T H ) : 

' I  I 

S enat o r  
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S enate May 2 ,  2 0 1 8 

Good a ft e rnoon , Madam P re s ident . 

THE CHAI R :  

Good a ft e rnoon , s i r . 

S ENATOR MCLACHLAN ( 2 4 T H ) : 

Thank you , Madam P r e s ident . I s t and in  f i rm s uppo r t  

o f  the b i l l  be fore us  a n d  I t o o  concur with S enato r  

L a r s on ' s comment s and - - and j us t  p e r s ona l l y  want t o  

thank S enator Ke l l y  f o r  h i s  p e r s i s t ence . Thi s i s  

good l e g i s l a t i on . I t ' s approp r i a t e  that we ma ke 

thi s ava i l ab l e  to women in the s t ate  of Connect i cut , 

and I ' m  grat e ful f o r  your hard wor k  on thi s . Than k 

you , Madam Pre s ident . 

T HE CHAI R :  

T han k you . Wi l l  you rema r k  furthe r ?  Wi l l  you 

rema r k  furthe r ?  I gather -- um, I ca l l  for r o l l  

S enator Ke l l y . 

S ENATORY KELLY ( 2 1 ST ) : 

Thank you , Madam Pre s ident . I f  there ' s no 

ob j e ct ion , I move thi s �o the cons ent c a l endar . 

THE CHAI R :  

I ' m  s e e ing no obj e ct i on , s o  o rde re d . S enato r  Duf f . 

S ENATOR DUFF ( 2 5 TH ) : 

Thank you , Madam Pre s ident . That conclude s our 

bus ine s s  f o r  the wee k  now . [ Laught e r ] 

I I I 



001120 
aa 

S enate 

8 3  

May 2 ,  2 0 1 8  

THE CHA I R : 

The S enate wi l l  s t and at ea s e , s i r . The S enate wi l l  

come b a c k  t o  o rde r . S enat o r  Duf f . 

SENATOR DUFF ( 2 5 TH ) : 

Than k you , Madam Pre s i dent . Would the c l e r k  p l e a s e  

c a l l  the i t ems on t h e  f i r s t  cons ent C a l endar 

fo l l owed by a vot e  o f  the cons ent Cal endar , then 

we ' l l do the two other b i l l s  a f te r , p l e a s e ?  

THE CHAI R :  

Mr . C l e r k . [ Ta l king O f f  Re cord ] [ Pau s e ] 

CLERK : 

Page 7 ,  Cal endar 6 7 , Senate B i l l  2 2 9 . Page 9 ,  

C a l enda r 9 4 , . S enate B i ll 3_12._. ___ Page 1 5 ,  C a l e ndar 

1 6 4 , S enate Biil 3 8 Q� Page 1 6 ,  C a lenda r 1 7 9 ,  S enate 

B i l l  2 0 6 . Page 2 2 , C a l endar 2 3 0 , S enat e B i l J 4 4 3  

Page 2 7 , C a l endar 2 8 2 , S enate .Bi l l  4 5 5 . On page 2 8 , 

C a l endar 2 8 6 , _ S enate_ B�_l..1_ 4 1 3 . And ,  on page 4 0 ,  

C a l endar 3 6 5 ,  S enate B i l l  5 0 9 . 

THE CHA I R : 

Mr . C l e r k ,  wi l l  you p l e a s e  c a l l  for a r o l l  c a l l  vote 

on the first cons ent Cal endar and the machine wi l l  

be open . 

CLERK : 

Immedi at e ro l l  c a l l  h a s  been ordered in  the S enate 

on cons ent Cal endar 1 .  Immedi ate ro l l  ca l l  h a s  been 

o rde red i n  the S enat e . 

I 1 1 1 I 
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8 4  

May 2 ,  2 0 1 8  

THE CHAI R :  

The S enate wi l l  s t and at e a s e  f o r  a moment be fore 

they vote . The S enate wi l l  s t and at e a s e  f o r  a s e c  

- - a few s e conds . W e  have a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a 

comput e r  prob l em here . Mr . C l e r k ,  wi l l  you ca l l  f o r  

a ro l l  ca l l  vote again f o r  cons ent Cal enda r No . 1 ?  

The machine wi l l  be open . 

CLERK : 

Immediate ro l l  ca l l  in  the S enat� coo s ent 

Cal endar 1 .  Immediate ro l l  c a l l  in  the S enat e . 

THE CHA I R : 

Al l memb e r s  have voted . a l l  memb e r s  have voted . 

The ma chine wi l l  be c l o s ed . Mr . C l e r k ,  wi l l  you 

p l e a s e  t e l l  the t a l l y  -- ca l l  a t a l l y ?  

CLERK : 

On cons ent C a l endar No . 1 

T o t a l  number Vot ing 3 5  

T ho s e  vot ing Yea 3 5  

Tho s e  vot ing Nay 0 

Ab s ent not Vot ing 1 

THE CHAI R :  

Cons ent C a l endar i s  adopt ed ( Gave l ) .  S enat o r  Du f f . 

S ENATOR DU FF ( 2 5 TH ) : 

T han k you , Madam Pre s ident . Would the c l e r k  p l e a s e  

ca l l  once again Cal endar page 3 5 ,  C a l e ndar 2 4 1  - -

I 1 1 1 I 




