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If all the members have noted, the machine will be
locked and the clerk will take a tally. Will the
clerk please announce the tally?

CLERK:

H.B. 7146 as amended by House A,

Total number voting 143
Necessary for passage 72
Those voting Aye 143
Those voting Nay 0
Absent, not voting 8

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

The bill is amended as passed. (Gavel) Will

the clerk please call Calendar 1247
CLERK:

Page 41, Calendar 124, substitute H.B. No.

7100, AN ACT CONCERNING AMERICAN LEGION STATE FUND
COMMISSION TRANSPARENCY. Favorable report of the
Joint Standing Committee on Government
Administration and Elections.
DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

Representative Hennessy.

REPRESENTATIVE HENNESSY (127TH):
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Madam Speaker. I move for acceptance of the
Joint Committee’s favorable report and passage of
the bill.

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

The guestion is acceptance of the Joint
Committee’s favorable report and passage of the
bill. Representative Hennessy, you have the Floor.
REPRESENTATIVE HENNESSY (127TH) :

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, this
bill is a result of a report by the State Auditor’s
office that noted that the soldiers, sailors, and
Marine Fund could be more transparent. Madam
Speaker, the clerk has in possession amendment LCO
7365. I would ask that the clerk please call the
amendment and that I be granted leave of the Chamber
to summarize.

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH) :

Will the clerk please call LCO 7365 which will

be designated House Amendment Schedule A?

CLERK:

003754
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_House Amendment Schedule A LCO No. 7365 offered

by Representative Hennessy and Representative
Ferraro.
DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

The Representative seeks leave of the Chamber
to summarize the amendment. Is there objection to
summarization? Is there objection? Hearing none.
Representative Hennessy, you may proceed with
summarization.

REPRESENTATIVE HENNESSY (127TH):

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, this
is a strike-all amendment that achieves the goals of
transparency for the fund, but protects the privacy
of donors and recipients. I move adoption.

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

The question before the Chamber is adoption of
House Amendment Schedule A. Will you remark further
on the adoption? Representative Ferraro.
REPRESENTATIVE FERRARO (117TH):

Thank you, Madam Chair. It’s good to see up
there.

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):
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Thank you very much, sir.
REPRESENTATIVE FERRARO (117TH):

You’ve been working hard all day as we have. I
rise in strong support of the amendment for the same
reasons the good Chair has brought forward. This
bill does create transparency for the administrative
actions of the fund, as well as protecting the
privacy of the donors and the recipients. Thank you
very much.

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

Thank you, Representative. Will you remark

further? Will you remark further on the amendment

before us? If not, I will try your minds. All

those in favor, please signify by saying Aye.
REPRESENTATIVES:

Aye.
DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH) :

All those opposed? The Ayes have it. The

amendment is adopted. Will you remark further on

the bill as amended? Representative O’Neill.

REPRESENTATIVE O’/NEILL (69TH) :
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. The clerk has in his
possession an amendment LCO 7421. Would he please
call and I be allowed to summarize?

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

Will the clerk please call LCO 7421 designated
as House Amendment Schedule B?

CLERK:

House Amendment Schedule B LCO No. 7421 offered

by Representative Klarides and Representative
Hennessy, et al.
DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

The Representative seeks leave of the Chamber
to summarize the amendment. Is there objection to
summarization? Is there objection? Hearing none.
Representative 0'Neill, you may proceed with
summarization.

REPRESENTATIVE O’NEILL (69TH) :

Thank you, Madam Speaker. This amendment does
a number of different things. The first thing that
it does 1is raises thresholds for folks who are
currently eligible to get a tax exemption from

18,000 to 21,000 for people who are single and
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raises the threshold from 21 to $24,000 dollars for
married couples.

Section number two is designed to provide a
local option tax exemption, property tax exemption,
for Veterans who do not otherwise qualify for such
an exemption in an amount up to $5,000 dollars or
five-percent of the assessed value and again it
would be a local option at the choice of the
locality as to whether to grant it at all or how
much.

Additional language in Section three is
conforming language to make sure that this amendment
is conforming to other parts of the statutes. Most
of the rest of the language contained, even though.
it’s rather extensive, is really standard language
to create a local option property tax exemption. I
would move adoption.

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH) :

The guestion before the Chamber is adoption of
House Amendment Schedule B. Will you remark further
on the amendment? Representative Hennessy.

REPRESENTATIVE HENNESSY (127TH) :
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I
consider this a friendly amendment and urge the
Chamber to vote for it. Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

Thank you, Representative. Representative
Ferraro.

REPRESENTATIVE FERRARO (117TH):

Thank you, Madam Speaker. I rise as well to
support the amendment. As mentioned by the Chair,
it is a friendly amendment, and has been mentioned
previously by the good Representative, Arthur
O'Neill, it accomplishes the things that he has
mentioned in the amendment, that being increasing
the thresholds for cities to opt in to be able to
give a tax break to Veterans making 21,000 and
$24,000 dollars and also to increase the ability for
those previously not being able to receive some
benefits to now receive some limited benefits, so I
would urge adoption. Thank you very much.

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH) :
Will you remark further? Will you remark

further on the amendment before us? If not, I will
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_try your minds. All those in favor, please signify

by saying Aye.
REPRESENTATIVES:

Avye.
DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

All those opposed? The Ayes have it. The

amendment has been adopted. Will you remark further

on the bill as amended Representative Hennessy.
Will you remark further on the bill as amended? If
not, will staff and guests please come to the well
of the House. Will members please take your seats?
The machine will be open. (Ringing)

CLERK:

The House of Representatives is voting by roll.

Members to the Chamber. The House of
Representatives is voting by roll. Members to the
Chamber.
DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH):

Have all the members voted? Have all the
members voted? Will the members please check the
board to determine if your vote is properly cast?

If all the members have voted, the machine will be
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locked and the clerk will take a tally. Will the
clerk please announce the tally?
CLERK:

H.B. 7100 as amended by House A and House B,

Total number of voting 144
Necessary for passage 73
Those voting Aye 144
Those voting Nay 0
Absent, not voting 7

DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH) :

The bill is amended as passed. Will the clerk

please call Calendar 1487
CLERK:

On Page 7, House Calendar 148, substitute H.B.

No. 6880, AN ACT CONCERNING THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING
LAND USE APPEALS PROCEDURE. Favorable report of the
Joint Standing Committee on Housing.
DEPUTY SPEAKER COOK (65TH) :

Representative Butler.

REPRESENTATIVE BUTLER (72ND):
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THE CHAIR:

Seeing no objections sir.
SENATOR DUFF (25TH) :
On Calendar Page 23, Calendar 45, House Bill 7090, I

would like to place that item _on the consent
calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Seeing no objections sir.

SENATOR DUFF (25TH):

On Calendar Page 24, Calendar 49, House Bill 7100, I
would like to place that item on the consent
calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Seeing no objections sir.

SENATOR DUFF (25TH):

On Calendar Page 26, Calendar 544, House Bill 5886,
I would like to place that item on the consent
calendar.

THE CHAIR:

Seeing no obijections sir.

SENATOR DUFFE (25TH):
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Senate

--Thank you--
CLERK:
-—-Calendar 375,

394, House Bill 6749; Page 17,
Bill 7093; Page 17, Calendar 407, House

Calendar

House Bill -7185; Page 16,

2
June 7,

Calendar
406, House
Bill 5584;

Page 18, Calendar 410, House Bill 5116;
Calendar 420, House Bill 7176; Page 20,
431, House Bill 7207; Page 20, Calendar
Bill 7046; Page 21, Calendar 405, House
Page 21, Calendar 454, House Bill 7171
Calendar 474, House Bill 7304; Page 23,
479, House Bill 6334; Page 23, Calendar
Bill 7316; Page 23, Calendar 481, House
Page 23, Calendar 485, House Bill 7090;
Calendar 489, House Bill 7100; Page 26,
544, 5886; Page 26, Calendar 545, House
Page‘57fwbalendar 548;
Calendar 552, House Bill 1225; Page 27,
553, House Bill 7226; Page 27, Calendar
Bill}122§j Page 28, Calendar 558, House
Page 29, Calendar 563, House Bill 6221;
Calendar 565, House Bill 6623; Page 30,
569, House Bill 7053; Page 33, Calendar
Bill 7023; Page 35, Calendar 593, House
Page 35, Calendar 595,
Calendar 596, House Bill 7248; _Page 35,
597, House Bill 6333; Page 36, Calendar
Bill 7019; Page 37, Calendar 605, House
Page 37, Calendar 606, House Bill 7305;
Calendar 609, House Bill 7070; Page 39,
612, House Bill 7295; Page 39, Calendar
Bill 6907; Page 39, Calendar 614, House
Page 44, Calendar 464,

THE CHAIR:

House Bill 7072:

Senate Bill 1051.

Page 19,
Calendar
440, House
Bill 7208;
Calendar
481, House
Bill 7316;
Page 24,
Calendar
Bill_6041;

House Bill 6347; Page 27,

Calendar
554, House
Bill 7183:
Page 30,
Calendar
581, House
Bill 7049;
Page 35,
Calendar

598, House
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Bill 6304;.

Page 38,

Calendar
©13, House
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Mr. Clerk, will you call for a roll call vote on the
consent calendar? The machine is open.
CLERK:
Immediate roll call has been ordered in the Senate
on Consent Calendar No. Two. Immediate roll call
has been ordered in the Senate.
THE CHAIR:
If all members have voted? All members have voted?
The machine will be closed. Mr. Clerk will you call
a tally on consent two?
CLERK:
— Consent Calendar No. Two.
o
Total number Voting 36
Necessary for Passage 19
Those voting Yea 36
Those voting Nay 0
Those absent and not Voting 0
THE CHAIR:

[Gavel] The Consent Calendar passes. Senator Duff.

SENATOR DUFF (25TH):

Thank you, Madam President. Madam President, will
the clerk please call Calendar Page 26, Calendar
539, House Bill 72217

THE CHAIR:
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SENATOR MARTIN (31ST): I have Eric Miller followed
by Dan Thurston. Hi Eric.

ERIC MILLER: Good afternoon, Honorable Chairs and
members of the Committee. My name is Eric Miller,
and before I go on, I want to clarify. I had
someone else sign me up for testimony today, and a
mistake was made. I am not a veteran. I'm an
attorney with the law firm Murtha Cullina here in
Hartford, and I'm here in my capacity as Vice Chair
of the Connecticut Bar Association Veterans' and
Military Affairs Section.

The CVA Veterans' and Military Affairs section
supports raised Bill 7100, AN ACT CONCERNING
AMERICAN LEGION STATE FUND COMMISSION TRANSPARENCY,
and I submitted written testimony electronically
yesterday at the close of business. The Soldiers,
Sailors, Marines Fund in an incredibly wvaluable

resource for veterans, but also for attorneys like
me that assist veterans with a myriad of legal
issues. In many instances, the fund is a useful
tool that can provide financial assistance when
tackling legal issues like medical bill collections
and housing rental payments.

For example, I can think of one pro bono case I had
recently, representing a veteran facing an eviction.
He was a few months behind on his rent, and I was
able to assist him in negotiating a settlement where
he could stay in his long-time apartment. Crucial
to that settlement was his application to and
granting of benefits from the Soldiers, Sailors,
Marines Fund to assist with a portion of the rental
arrearage. However, I have learned from some of my
colleagues that not all veterans are as lucky. We
are aware of instances where arrangements are made
with the Fund for rental payments; however, the
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funds are delivered late to landlords, which
complicates the eviction process.

Making the records of the American Legion related to
administration of the Fund subject to disclosure
under the Freedom of Information Act simply makes
the Fund as accountable as other guasi-public
agencies. The Soldiers, Sailors, Marines Fund has a
truly noble purpose and can provide incredible help
to people who often need it as much as they deserve
it. This small addition to the statutory scheme
will provide transparency into decision-making
processes and the efficiency of fund appropriations,
and will benefit both the fund and Connecticut
veterans alike.

CVA Veterans' and Military Affairs Section supports
House Bill 7100 and respectfully urges the Committee
to do the same. I thank you very much for your
time.

SENATOR MARTIN (31ST): Thank you, Eric. Eric, how
much money is in this fund?

ERIC MILLER: There was a state auditor's report in
2013, and I believe it was reported at $68 million
dollars.

SENATOR MARTIN (318T): $68 million dollars, and the
primary purpose of this fund is to help veterans
locate housing or subsidizing?

ERIC MILLER: Yeah, there are certain benefits that
are covered within the Fund and certain ones that
are not. The ones that are covered that I know off
the top of my head: assistance with rental payments,
assisted with mortgage interest payments, assistance
with certain medical payments, dental, funeral
expenses, things of that nature. And there are need
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requirements that must be met before appropriations
are granted. But that is the purpose of the Fund.

SENATOR MARTIN (31ST): Do they help with any
funeral services?

ERIC MILLER: One of the stated benefits they will
provide are assistance with funeral expenses. You
have to apply and go through the process.

SENATOR MARTIN (31ST): Okay. So it's housing,
medical, some funeral; anything else?

ERIC MILLER: Off the top of my head, that's --

SENATOR MARTIN (318T): Pretty much it? And is
there a limited amount of time? In other words, do
they stay -- is it for a short period of six months

that they'll provide housing, maybe making a
mortgage payment, or is it you apply and then you're
assisted for years?

ERIC MILLER: I can speak anecdotally about my
experience. It was a one-time rental assistance
payment to help with some arrearage so that the
veteran I was assisting could stay in his apartment
he'd been in for 30 years. I don't know that it
would've been granted indefinitely. I believe it's
a one-time assistance, perhaps per application, but
I believe at that time we were only permitted to ask
for the one-month assistance.

SENATOR MARTIN (31S8ST): I'm curious, and how do they
-- how do they have $65 million dollars in a fund?
How did they get to that point?

ERIC MILLER: My understanding is that in 1919,
there was approximately $2 million dollars in war
bonds that were set aside and given to this fund,
and it's been reinvested since that time, and again,
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as I stated, there isgs, I believe, a state auditor's
report as of 2013 that it's now up to around $68
million dollars.

SENATOR MARTIN (31ST): Outstanding.
ERIC MILLER: It is.

SENATOR MARTIN (31ST): We could use that discipline
here on the state level; couldn't we? Okay. Are
there any other questions? Okay, we'll go to
Representative Linehan.

REP. LINEHAN (103RD): Hi, thank you very much for
your testimony today. I have a question regarding
what you had said in the beginning of your statement
that it was a pro bono case that you're talking
about.

ERIC MILLER: Correct.

REP. LINEHAN (103RD): I'm just wondering, are the
majority of your cases where this Commission is --
where you're involved with this Commission, those
are most likely pro bono across the board; correct?

ERIC MILLER: Yes, that's been my experience.

REP. LINEHAN (103RD): I mean, I would assume that
someone wouldn't -- right. How many of those do you
have per year -- do you know? -- in your firm, not

just you particularly?

ERIC MILLER: In my firm, we assist veterans with
perhaps a half dozen to six to ten cases a year
perhaps with -- for various issues, either obtaining
veteran benefits or veterans facing eviction.

REP. LINEHAN (103RD): Thank you very much for that
work. That was my only question. Thank you.

ERIC MILLER: You're welcome.
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SENATOR MARTIN (31ST): Representative Ferraro.

REP. FERRARO (117TH): Thank you, Mr. Chair, and
thank you for testifying today. One of my
constituents has been up one side of me and down the
other side of me about this fund for a long, long
time, and I promised him I would find out as much as
I could, and the information you provided just today
was more than I knew. So I would just like to ask
you that I see this bill is for transparency, and
obviously, if there's a bill for transparency, it
begs the question: Was there a lack of transparency
in the past that brought forth this bill, in your
opinion?

ERIC MILLER: My understanding is this bill has been
around for a while in one form or another. I
believe it was before this committee last year and
didn't proceed. My understanding is that the Fund
is currently not subject to FOIA, and all this bill
does is that it's now subjected to FOIA. And I do
not know if the driving force behind it 1is an issue
or a lack of transparency. It's just that it should
be, given the status of the funds and the quasi-
public nature of the fund. So I guess that's not
really an answer to your question, but that's, I
think, the best I can do at this moment. I can look
into it further and submit --

REP. FERRARO (117TH): Yeah, and I would be very
interested in any historical information you would
have that you can supply me. I would really
appreciate that. Drilling down just a little bit
further, in your experience with this fund, did you
run into any concerns or any accusations of
mismanagement?
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ERIC MILLER: Not -- I have not personally, no. My
interaction in that pro bono case two or three years
ago was easy and was very helpful to the veteran, as
I stated.

Within my section, my fellow colleagues in the
Veterans' and Military Affairs Section of the CVA,
there has been discussion, and other attorneys in my
group have had experience where a veteran who
appears to be qualified would have their benefit
denied without any explanation. I can't speak to
that given my personal experience, but that was part
of our discussion when submitting a position in
favor of this bill.

REP. FERRARO (117TH): Okay, and am I to guess that
the American Legion has a board of directors that
makes these kind of decisions as to who receives
benefits and who doesn't?

ERIC MILLER: Correct. The American Legion has
created a State Fund Commission, which has bylaws
available on their website, and that Commission is
in charge of administering the Fund. They meet a
few times a year and establish criteria for the
granting of appropriations, the need levels, and
things like that. So, yes, there is a body within
the American Legion, the State Fund Commission.

REP. FERRARO (117TH): Okay, well, I thank you for
your testimony, and thank you, Mr. Chair, for
indulging me.

SENATOR MARTIN (31ST): Thank you. Eric, thank you.
ERIC MILLER: Thank you very much.

SENATOR MARTIN (31ST): I'm sorry. Representative
Hennessy.
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REP. HENNESSY (127TH): I'm sorry, I was out of the
room for your entire testimony, but I totally
support this bill because it's about transparency
and it's about a lot of money. So it just seems to
kind of make a lot of sense. Thank you.

ERIC MILLER: Thank you very much.

SENATOR MARTIN (31ST): Thank you, Eric. Dan
Thurston followed by Joe -- is it Wobath? Hi, Dan.

DAN THURSTON: Good afternoon. Senator Martin,
Representative Hennessy, it's good to be back before
you again, and thank you for all the members of the
Veterans' Affairs Committee that serve so diligently
in serving our veterans' community. I'm here today
to speak in behalf of the veterans and families of
the state of Connecticut on several bills that are

before you. Just, well, the thoughts in my head, §Q2LEE%Q—

the -- if you'd like a little bit more background on ~ jzizﬂzg:z
the Soldier, Sailor, Marine Fund, I could probably k

help you with that at some point. So I was heavily kﬂgi][]fl
involved with the change over from a state agency to }fﬁﬁiﬂgil
placing it under the administration control of the -

American Legion and know quite a bit of the history
and what's going on.

In regard -- I'll try to make this a little bit more
brief. My full testimony is before you, and I
turned that in, but we're in support of Senate Bill
858 that designates Rocky Hill as a Connecticut
Benefit Center. Rocky Hill's become more than just
a residential and hospital facility. It has grown
to become a focus for activities and support for all
veterans of Connecticut, and Commissioner Connolly
has done an excellent job of bringing new programs
and making it a place where veterans can get
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